
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD OF THE 
GRAND FORKS/EAST GRAND FORKS 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Wednesday, June 15th, 2011 – 12:00 Noon 

East Grand Forks City Hall Training Conference Room 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Warren Strandell, Chairman, called the June 15th, 2011, meeting of the MPO Executive Policy 
Board to order at 12:03 p.m. 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present:  Warren Strandell, Mike Powers, Steve 
Adams, Mike Pokrzywinski, Tyrone Grandstrand, and Doug Christensen.   
 
Absent were:  Gary Malm and Greg Leigh. 
 
Guest(s) present were:  Dean Rau, Assistant Grand Forks City Engineer. 
 
Staff present were:  Earl Haugen, GF/EGF MPO Executive Director; Nancy Ellis, GF/EGF MPO 
Senior Planner; Bryan McCoy, GF/EGF MPO Intern; and Peggy McNelis, GF/EGF Office 
Manager. 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Strandell declared a quorum was present.   
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Haugen introduced Bryan McCoy, MPO Intern, to the board.  He stated that Bryan is a native of 
Tennessee and is seeking a degree in Public Administration at UND.  He added that the MPO 
also hired Lisa Atkinson to replace Matt Leal as our Planning Technician.  
 
MATTER OF APPROVAL OF THE MAY 18 TH, 2011, MINUTES OF THE MPO 
EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD 
 
MOVED BY POWERS, SECONDED BY POKRYZWINSKI, TO APPROVE THE MAY 18TH, 
2011, MINUTES OF THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD, AS SUBMITTED. 
 
Voting Aye:  Adams, Pokrzywinski, Powers, Grandstrand, and Strandell. 
Voting Nay: None. 
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MATTER OF DISCUSSION ON T.I.P. AMENDMENT FOR 42 ND STREET GRADE 
SEPARATION RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 
Haugen reported that the City of Grand Forks submitted a project request that would require we 
amend our current T.I.P.  He explained that the project would consist of either repaying the 
federal government for right-of-way already purchased for the 42nd Street Grade Separation 
project, or to purchase additional right-of-way for the project.   
 
Haugen commented that, although the 42nd Street Grade Separation Project has no hope of being 
constructed in the next four years, the City of Grand Forks is going through an Environmental 
Assessment Process in order to allow them to so some preliminary work for the project.  He 
explained that in order for that assessment to be formally considered by the FHWA, a project 
needs to be included in the T.I.P., and it needs to be federally funded.  He stated that the NDDOT 
informed us that they are working with FHWA-ND to identify the process and parameters on 
how this proposed amendment could be included in the T.I.P./S.T.I.P..  He said that they had 
hoped to have this ready for approval at today’s meeting, however that did not occur.  He said 
that it will be available for the next MPO Executive Policy Board, at which time staff will be 
seeking approval to amend the T.I.P..   
 
Christensen reported present. 
 
Haugen stated that he would like to give a brief presentation on the alternatives currently 
available for the 42nd Street Grade Separation project.   
 
Presentation ensued (a copy of which is included in the packet and available upon request). 
 
Strandell asked about the possibility of doing a diamond interchange at the intersection of 
DeMers and 42nd Street.  Rau responded that it would extremely difficult to do anything that 
would impact the north side of the roadway as they would have to deal with Railroad right-of-
way, as well as the existing businesses on that side of the roadway, and UND. 
 
Christensen asked why the City doesn’t like the depressed option.  Rau responded that their main 
concern is the problems that would occur during snow and rain events.  Christensen stated, 
however, that the depressed option would have the least impact to adjacent property, and would 
cost the least.  Rau referred to the depressed alternative drawing, and explained all the concerns 
the City has with this option, including access issues. 
 
Discussion on issues concerning each of the alternatives ensued. 
 
Haugen commented that one point of interest is that UND has expressed a possibility of not 
maintaining their golf course, and provided some possible redevelopment ideas for that property, 
which would mean that if an alternative were chosen that required acquiring some of the golf 
course property, the impacts may not be quite as much of an issue as previously thought. 
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Haugen stated that this was just for information at this time, but reminded the board that they 
will need to approve an amendment to the T.I.P. at their July meeting. 
 
MATTER OF MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL APPLICATI ON 
 
Ellis reported that, as discussed at last month’s meeting, MNDOT has proposed another round of 
Safe Routes To School funding, and solicited projects within the State of Minnesota.  She stated 
that after review, it was determined that only one project met all the eligibility requirements, a 
sidewalk on the west-side of Bygland from 6th Avenue S.E. to 13th Avenue S.E., and intersection 
improvements at 13th Avenue S.E. including the addition of some speed minder signs. 
 
Ellis commented that the School district supports this project, and the City Council approved it at 
their last meeting.  Pokrzywinski added that the City Council approved this project unanimously. 
 
MOVED BY POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY POWERS, TO APPROVE THE 
MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL APPLICATION, AS SUBMITTED 
 
Voting Aye: Adams, Pokrzywinski, Powers, Grandstrand, Strandell, and Christensen. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
MATTER OF RECENT T.I.P. PROJECT AWARDS/APPLICATIONS  
 
Haugen reported that since the Executive Board’s last meeting some projects were awarded 
funding, however one project was not awarded funding.   
 
Haugen stated that some projects are included in our T.I.P. as “Illustrative” projects.  He 
explained that Illustrative projects are projects that are not funded, but have applied for funding.  
He said that once one of these projects is funded, it is removed from the Illustrative listing and 
placed in the funded project list.   
 
Haugen reported that the project that was not awarded funding is the City of Grand Forks’ 
Transportation Enhancement project to fund an extension of a sidepath along DeMers Avenue 
west under the I-29 Bridge to 48th Street.  He said, however, that in 2015 NDDOT will be doing 
work on DeMers and will need to accommodate all modes of transportation, so it is anticipated 
that this will be part of that project as well. 
 
Haugen commented that we will be adding a project to our list of Illustrative projects.  He 
explained that as part of a statewide application, NDDOT submitted an application for the TCSP 
(Transportation, Community, and System Preservation Program).  He stated that the application 
was actually to submit the Statewide FTA #5309 program request as a TCSP request.  He said 
that the timeline for this application was very short and did not present the opportunity for a full 
MPO vetting of the project prior to submittal, however, since it was really a re-submit of an 
already approved project, just for a different funding source, the MPO staff felt comfortable with 
the request.   
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. 47th Avenue South Corridor Study Public Meeting Schedule 
 
Haugen reported that the 47th Avenue South Corridor Study Steering Committee will be meeting 
on Wednesday, June 22nd from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Grand Forks City Hall Conference 
Room A101.  The 2nd Public Open House will also be held on Wednesday, June 22nd at the South 
Middle School from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m..   
 

B. Transit Development Plan Public Meeting Schedule 
 
Haugen reported there will be two open houses for the Transit Development Plan, the first on 
Wednesday, June 22nd from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Grand Forks City Hall Conference Room 
A101, and will be broadcast on GFTV#2; and the second will be held on Thursday, June 23rd in 
East Grand Forks City Hall.   
 

C. Grand Forks Downtown Parking Study Meeting Schedule 
 
Haugen reported that the Grand Forks Downtown Parking Study Steering Committee will be 
holding its 3rd Public Meeting on Tuesday, June 21st at 2:00 p.m. in the Grand Forks City Hall 
Council Chambers. 
 

D. UND Shuttle Bus Route Study Meeting Schedule 
 
Haugen reported that the UND Shuttle Bus Route Study will be holding its 2nd Focus Group 
meeting on Tuesday, June 21st and Wednesday, June 22nd.  Time and location have not been 
determined. 
 
Haugen stated that you can check on the MPO’s website for possible meeting materials, and 
updates on each of these studies. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED BY POWERS, SECONDED BY POKRYZWINSKI, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 
15TH, 2011, MEETING OF THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD AT 12:56 P.M. 
 
Voting Aye: Adams, Pokrzywinski, Powers, Grandstrand, Strandell, and Christensen. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Peggy McNelis,  
Office Manager 
 
 


