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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD OF THE 
GRAND FORKS/EAST GRAND FORKS 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Wednesday, July 18th, 2012 – 12:00 Noon 

East Grand Forks City Hall Training Conference Room 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Warren Strandell, Chairman, called the July 18th, 2012, meeting of the MPO Executive Policy 
Board to order at 12:10 p.m. 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present:  Warren Strandell, Mike Powers, Gary 
Malm, Greg Leigh, Steve Adams, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Doug Christensen.  
 
Absent was:  Tyrone Grandstrand.  
 
Staff present were:  Earl Haugen, GF/EGF MPO Executive Director; Nancy Ellis, GF/EGF MPO 
Senior Planner; Teri Kouba, GF/EGF Planner; and Bryan McCoy, GF/EGF Intern. 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Strandell declared a quorum was present.   
 
MATTER OF APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 27 TH, 2012, MINUTES OF THE MPO 
EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD 
 
MOVED BY MALM, SECONDED BY LEIGH, TO APPROVE THE JUNE 27TH, 2012, 
MINUTES OF THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD, AS SUBMITTED. 
 
Voting Aye:  Malm, Pokrzywinski, Leigh, Christensen, Strandell, Adams, and Powers. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
MATTER OF AMENDMENT TO THE FY2012 ANNUAL ELEMENT OF  THE 2012-
2015 T.I.P. 
 
Haugen reported that this is a request from the City of Grand Forks.  He explained that 
previously, in 2012, both the City of Grand Forks and the NDDOT were going to do some major 
reconstruction improvements to Gateway Drive and Columbia Road, however through the 
project development process they concluded that there wasn’t an appetite to do so so both are 
taking their respective projects and re-scoping them. 
 
Haugen referred to a slide and pointed out where the two projects had been planned to occur, and 
stated that back in March we amended the NDDOT project scope to reduce the dollar amount so 
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that basically what NDDOT is now doing is the same rehab type of project they did on the rest of 
Gateway Drive, so the total project amount dropped by half.  He said that Grand Forks has now 
decided what they want to do with their $1.4 million dollars assigned to that same project, and 
are asking us to program it to Phase 1 of the Columbia Road reconstruction project from DeMers 
to 11th Avenue South. 
 
Haugen commented that since these are 2012 dollars, there is no room to make changes, 
additions, or add money to it, so we are simply taking the $1.4 million dollars from the Gateway 
Drive/Columbia project and moving it to the Columbia Road Phase 1 project.    
 
Haugen reported that we had to advertise that a public hearing would be held at today’s meeting.  
He stated that in the notice we asked that written comments be submitted by 11:00 a.m. today, 
and did not receive any.  He added that the Technical Advisory Committee has requested that 
this body approve this amendment as submitted. 
 
MOVED BY ADAMS, SECONDED BY MALM, TO OPEN THE PULIC HEARING, 
HEARING NO COMMENTS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND TO APPROVE 
AMENDING THE 2012-2015 T.I.P. TO REPROGRAM FUNDS TO THE COLUMBIA 
ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT BETWEEN DEMERS AVENUE AND 11TH 
AVENUE SOUTH, AS SUBMITTED. 
 
Voting Aye:  Malm, Pokrzywinski, Leigh, Christensen, Strandell, Adams, and Powers. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
MATTER OF APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT NORTH DAKOTA SIDE O F THE 2013-
2016 T.I.P. 
 
Haugen reported that back in April we would have typically approved a Draft T.I.P. for both 
Minnesota and North Dakota, and we did do that for Minnesota, however we were unable to do 
so for North Dakota until now.   
 
Haugen explained that the reason for the delay was because of the uncertainty of what Congress 
was going to do, but they finally did approve MAP-21, which we will talk about in the next 
agenda item. 
 
Haugen commented that back in December, when we determined which projects we wanted 
considered for the next T.I.P., we were told to use a 0% revenue growth, but the draft before you 
has a 3.6% per year average revenue growth rate in it, however this draft, even though North 
Dakota said they were going to wait until Congress took action, their draft of 3.6% is more 
generous than what MAP-21 is going to provide, so a lot of the projects in this draft may be 
changed considerably, or maybe even dropped before final approval in August or September. 
 
MOVED BY LEIGH, SECONDED BY MALM, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING, 
HEARING NO COMMENTS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND TO APPROVE 
THE DRAFT FY2013-2016 NORTH DAKOTA SIDE T.I.P., AS SUBMITTED. 
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Voting Aye:  Malm, Pokrzywinski, Leigh, Christensen, Strandell, Adams, and Powers. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
Haugen said that he does want to point out that we do have a major difference between the 
MNDOT and the NDDOT cost estimates for the Kennedy Bridge project.  He explained that 
Minnesota shows it as a $10,000,000 rehabilitation project, while North Dakota shows it as a 
$32,000,000 replacement project.  He stated that in our T.I.P. we have to have an agreement 
reached as to which number we will show in our Final T.I.P., so we are trying to work with both 
states to determine that.  Strandell asked who makes the decision as to whether or not this will be 
a rehab or reconstruction project.  Haugen responded that that decision won’t be made until the 
study MNDOT is hiring done is completed.  He stated that until that process is done in the next 
12 months, we won’t know what the actual project will be, and the program year is 2016, so in 
some respect they just need to throw out a number at this time so we can get it programmed into 
the document, and amended at a later date as we will have at least three more years to be able to 
update that 2016 number. 
 
Haugen commented that another thing to note is that in 2013 North Dakota reduced the amount 
of federal funds coming to Grand Forks, so the City is asking us to continue working with them, 
and the NDDOT to try to fully fund that last remaining portion of Phase 1 of the Columbia Road 
project.   
 
Haugen reported that there are also some more North Dakota programs that they still need to 
inform us as to what they are funding, so, again in August or September there will be some 
substantial changes to the Draft T.I.P. before you. 
 
MATTER OF HIGHLIGHTS OF MAP-21 
 
Haugen reported that MAP-21 is being advertised as a two-year bill.  He explained that the first 
three months are actually a continuation of current law, so MAP-21 doesn’t actually come into 
effect until October 1st.  
 
Haugen stated that we talked a little bit in the past about how it is financed, so that by the end of 
2014 the major funding source for transportation will be the Highway Trust Fund, or the Gas 
Tax, which will be down to a balance of roughly $5,000,000.  He said that annually is it meant to 
fund $40,000,000 worth of projects, so they have a fiscally constrained bill that lasts two years, 
but coming into 2014 they still need to find a major resolution to the financial picture of federal 
transportation. 
 
Haugen commented that, specifically for MPOs, the only change to the MPO process is requiring 
us to identify performance measures, and then annually recording our performance against those 
measures.  He said that this is something that isn’t entirely new, as the last couple of years 
Federal Highway and Transit have been working with us to understand performance measures 
issues, and in our Draft Long Range Transportation Plan, the current one we are updating with 
SRF, we are drafting performance measures in the document for consideration. 
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Haugen stated that there are a couple of other highlights to note; right now there are many 
funding silos in federal transportation, but they have consolidated a lot of those programs so we 
won’t see as many specific projects by funding source, although we will probably see the same 
number of projects, but our prioritization of those projects will be tightened a little more than in 
the past.  He said that the other thing to note is that they are creating a national highway system, 
and a lot of the interstate monies, the old national highway monies, etc. are now being combined.  
He explained that at some point in the future we will be asked to assist both State DOTs in 
identifying what is this new national network means for our metropolitan area.  He stated that it 
will surely include the Interstate, U.S. 2, and other state highways, but it will be our opportunity 
to try to get at least our principle arterials designated as part of that network.   
 
Haugen reiterated that Congress passed this new transportation bill, however it doesn’t actually 
come into effect until October 1st.  He explained that the reason for this is because there are still 
three months of 2012 dollars appropriated based on SAFETEA-LU that needed to be used, and it 
also allows them three months to try to figure out how they are going to implement MAP-21 
federal agencies. 
 
Haugen commented that when we do program a project, and a City of the DOT takes over a new 
project development, one major revision they have done is to the environmental law in that, if 
you are working in existing right-of-way you are exempt from having to do environmental 
studies, and if your project has less than $5,000,000 in federal highway involvement you are also 
exempt, which should speed things up somewhat, which is good for us as most of our projects 
are in existing right-of-way and are under $5,000,000.  He added that this will also mean a lot 
less local dollars having to be invested in these environmental documents, which are currently 
necessary, but will soon be unnecessary for us to do. 
 
Information only. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 1. NDDOT Long Range Statewide Transportation Plan Open House – July 18th 
 
Haugen reported that North Dakota has an open house at the Howard Johnson Hotel on its Long 
Range Transportation Plan.  He stated that it will take place from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  He 
stated that you are welcome to attend, but he would also point out that they do have a Survey 
Monkey survey that you can take to participate instead.   
 
Information only. 
 
 2. MPO Long Range Transportation Plan Open House – July 26th 
 
Haugen reported that a week from tomorrow, on our Long Range Transportation Plan, an open 
house will be held here in this room (East Grand Forks City Hall Training Conference Room), 
starting at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Information only. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED BY LEIGH, SECONDED BY MALM, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 27TH, 2012, 
MEETING OF THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD AT 12:45 P.M. 
 
Voting Aye:  Grandstrand, Malm, Pokrzywinski, Leigh, Powers, Strandell, and Adams. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Peggy McNelis,  
Office Manager 
 

 

 


