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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD OF THE 
GRAND FORKS/EAST GRAND FORKS 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Wednesday, July 24th, 2013 – 12:00 Noon 

East Grand Forks City Hall Training Conference Room 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Steve Adams, Chairman, called the July 24th, 2013 meeting of the MPO Executive Policy Board 
to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present:  Steve Adams, Mike Powers, Gary 
Malm, Warren Strandell, and Clarence Vetter. 
 
Absent were:  Doug Christensen, Greg Leigh, and Tyrone Grandstrand. 
 
Staff present were:  Earl Haugen, GF/EGF MPO Executive Director; Teri Kouba, GF/EGF MPO 
Planner; Stephanie Erickson, GF/EGF MPO Planner; and Peggy McNelis, GF/EGF MPO Office 
Manager. 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Adams declared a quorum was present. 
 
MATTER OF APPROVAL OF THE JULY 17 TH, 2013, MINUTES OF THE MPO 
EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD 
 
MOVED BY VETTER, SECONDED BY POWERS, TO APPROVE THE JULY 17TH, 2013, 
MINUTES OF THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD, AS SUBMITTED. 
 
Voting Aye: Malm, Vetter, Strandell, Powers, and Adams. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
MATTER OF CANDIDATE PROJECT LIST FOR THE NORTH DAKO TA SIDE 2014-
2017 T.I.P. 
 
Haugen reported that, even though he included more detailed information on this agenda item in 
the packets, he is going to give a short power point presentation today.  He distributed copies of 
the presentation (a copy of which is included in the file and available upon request). 
 
Presentation ensued. 
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Haugen commented that this is an unusual time for us to be approving candidate projects for the 
T.I.P., as we typically do this on the North Dakota side in December, but with MAP-21 now in 
place we are on a different schedule.   
 
Haugen stated that what we need to do today is to make sure the candidate projects are consistent 
with our Long Range Transportation Plan, and then to give them a priority ranking.   
 
Haugen referred to the staff report, and pointed out that one of the challenges he tried to 
highlight is that we have a lot of unknowns when we are processing this candidate list.  He added 
that MAP-21 expires at the end of FY2014, which is the first year of this T.I.P. document.   
 
Haugen reported that earlier this morning he sent an e-mail with the current status of the 
Highway Trust Fund.  He stated that at the federal level it is projected to be $15 billion dollars 
short in FY2015 if nothing is done with it, so anything we do today is subject to change 
depending on funding. 
 
Haugen commented that another issue we are faced with is that our revenue projections keep 
changing, unfortunately almost month by month rather than year by year.  He stated that when 
doing our current T.I.P. we were told the revenue increase per year was close to 4%, 3.6%, but 
now we have been told to program this T.I.P. cycle just based on 1.2% growth and revenue, 
however our expenditures are maintaining a 4% average increase. 
 
Haugen referred to a spreadsheet, and explained that, as he informed this body a couple of 
months ago, a correction was made to what they had shown in the bank for each of the urban 
cities.  He stated that it identifies, in the lower left, that if they didn’t do this correction Grand 
Forks itself would be in the negative $3.6 million dollars, so the second column, or Option 2, 
says that they will give everyone across the board $450,000 to start fresh, the Option 3 shows 
Option 2 plus appropriations for FY2013, so Grand Forks starts at roughly $3 million dollars.   
 
Haugen referred to a slide of table, and went over it briefly.  He explained that in FY2017, based 
on each annual appropriation added to the bank, and each project subtracted from the bank, our 
balance started at $4.2 million for the FY2017, and we are to assume that $2.3 million will be 
added, thus giving us a balance of $6.5 million on the urban side in North Dakota.   
 
Haugen referred to the list of candidate projects and went over them briefly. 
 
Haugen reported that in our current T.I.P., on the Urban Road side, there is one added project:  
Columbia Road at 24th Avenue South – signal pole foundations.  He stated that we need to 
replace the foundations, and although the cost is very low, we still have to show it in our T.I.P. 
because they are using federal funds.  He added that they are also asking for consideration to 
increase the federal participation on Columbia Road Phase 2.  He explained that, if you will 
recall, when we approved the last T.I.P., the NDDOT delayed this Phase 2 project two years, but 
they didn’t adjust the cost for the federal participation to reflect those added two years of 
inflation, so now this request, which is on the Illustrative Projects list, is asking them to consider 
giving us the extra $400,000 that we lost by not following through on adjusting to the year of 
expenditure. 
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Haugen commented that on the Regional side there is one added project in 2016.  He pointed out 
that North Washington, north of Gateway Drive up to I-29, is scheduled to have an asphalt 
overlay done to it.  He added that, while normally in 2016 there is fiscal constraint, which means 
there would be no available $1.2 million dollars on the table, because it is a State project they 
would have access to funds so they try to squeeze it in.   
 
Haugen stated that in 2017 the City is asking for the rebuilding or urbanization of Columbia 
Road between 40th Avenue and 47th Avenue, plus the installation of a traffic signal at South 42nd 
Street and Garden View Drive.  He referred to the staff report and pointed out that he tried to 
highlight how these might be affected by the many unknowns of MAP-21.   
 
Haugen commented that on the Regional side, originally the City and State were considering 
adding a traffic signal at the DeMers Avenue and West Ramp of Columbia Road, and a 
temporary signal was placed at this location during the construction that is currently underway, 
but the decision made this morning was to remove it from the list, evaluate whether the signal is 
warranted or not after construction is completed and traffic is back to its normal flow, and if it is 
it will be included with work that is scheduled to occur on DeMers, between Washington to I-29 
next year. 
 
Haugen reported that last year when we asked for the “plus one-year” on the North Dakota side 
the Washington Street Underpass was identified as a candidate project, but that is no longer 
being submitted for consideration of programming in either 2017 or 2018.  He explained that the 
reason for this is because the State felt that with the unknowns of both the Kennedy and the 
Sorlie Bridge projects in 2016 and 2018, it would be difficult to try to do a major project in 2017. 
 
Haugen stated that beyond 2017 and 2018 there is the Sorlie Bridge project.  He said that he 
would like to point out that on the North Dakota side they aren’t talking about just the Sorlie 
Bridge, but also that section of DeMers Avenue from North 5th Street to the bridge as well.   
 
Strandell pointed out that it shows that this is a replacement project, not a rehab project.  Haugen 
responded that that is correct.  Strandell commented that there is a little conflict between the two 
states on this.  Haugen responded that you will notice that that has been corrected on the next 
page of the presentation, from the earlier information you received.  He explained that the 
DeMers Avenue segment itself is a reconstruction project.  He stated that they have done two 
preservation projects since the flood, and prior to the flood the focus was to reconstruct it, and 
we will have squeezed out an additional 16 to 20 years of life out of this section of pavement by 
the time it is reconstructed in 2018, and this is kind of independent of what is decided will be 
done with the bridge itself, but while they are doing the bridge work the thought was that they 
might as well tackle that section of DeMers at the same time. 
 
Haugen stated that this is a summary of the Urban Roads projects.  He said that, based on the 
request for 2017 of $3.6 million dollars, we still have a balance of $2.9 million dollars in the 
bank on the North Dakota side that we are leaving there, which means we could have requested 
$2.9 million dollars more in projects, but we are only asking for the $3.6 million dollars.  He 
added that that could actually be reduced another $400,000, so it would then be $2.5 million 
dollars if they fully fund Phase 2 of Columbia Road.  
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Haugen pointed out that on the Regional side they have changed the description of both the 
Kennedy Bridge and the Sorlie Bridge.   
 
Haugen reported that this, then, is the Candidate Project list.  He said that, although there are still 
some unknowns that could cause a need for some changes to some of the projects, right now they 
are consistent with our planning documents, and staff agrees with the priority order of the 
projects as submitted. 
 
MOVED BY STRANDELL, SECONDED BY POWERS, TO APPROVE THE LIST OF 
CANDIDATE PROJECTS FOR THE FY2014-2017 T.I.P. AS BEING CONSISTENT WITH 
THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN, AND THEIR PRIORITY RANKING AS 
SUMBITTED. 
 
Voting Aye: Malm, Vetter, Strandell, Powers, and Adams. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED BY STRANDELL, SECONDED BY POWERS, TO ADJOURN THE JULY 24TH, 
2013, MEETING OF THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD AT 12:20 P.M. 
 
Voting Aye: Malm, Vetter, Strandell,  Powers, and Adams. 
Voting Nay: None. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Peggy McNelis,  
Office Manager 
 

 

 


