
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 12th, 2014 
Grand Forks City Hall Conference Room A101 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Earl Haugen, Chairman, called the November 12th, 2014, meeting of the MPO Technical 
Advisory Committee to order at 1:45 p.m. 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present:  Nancy Ellis, East Grand Forks Planning; 
Dale Bergman, Cities Area Transit Supervisor; Ali Rood, Mobility Manager Cities Area Transit; 
Mike Johnson, NDDOT/Local Government Division (via Conference Call); Dustin Lang, 
NDDOT-Grand Forks District (via Conference Call); Mike Yavarow, Grand Forks Engineering; 
Jane Williams, Grand Forks Engineering; Nick West, Grand Forks County; David Kuharenko, 
Grand Forks Engineering; and Brad Gengler, Grand Forks Planning. 
 
Staff present were:  Earl Haugen, GF/EGF MPO Executive Director; Stephanie Erickson, 
GF/EGF MPO Planner; Teri Kouba, GF/EGF MPO Planner, and Peggy McNelis, GF/EGF MPO 
Office Manager. 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Haugen declared a quorum was present. 
 
MATTER OF APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 8TH, 2014, MINUTES OF THE 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
MOVED BY BERGMAN, SECONDED BY WILLIAMS, TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 
8TH, 2014, MINUTES OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE, AS 
SUBMITT1ED. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
MATTER OF UPDATE ON SORLIE/KENNEDY BRIDGE PROJECTS 
 
 Sorlie Bridge 
 
Haugen reported that since our last Technical Advisory Committee meeting there has been 
discussion to possibly move the Sorlie Bridge Project to 2015 as more of a painting project.  He  
explained that they are waiting for cost estimates for the base project first in order to ensure there 
is funding available in 2015 to be able to do the project. 
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West asked if anything was being done with widening of the sidewalks for bikes.  Haugen 
responded that this would be very challenging in that there may not be enough local funding 
available to cover the local cost of such an amenity in 2015.  He added that they still want to do 
this project as a CATEX as well. 
 
Information only.   
 
 Kennedy Bridge 
 
Haugen reported that next Monday at 10:00 a.m. in the East Grand Forks City Hall Training 
Conference Room the MNDOT Historical Staff person from the Bridge Division will be in town 
to give a presentation on concepts her office has developed, such as lighting, bump-outs, signage, 
etc.   
 
Haugen commented that the RFP is still open, but it is out for consultants to review.  He added 
that the scope-of-work states that there will be two meetings held to discuss the sign fixture 
issue. 
 
Haugen stated that he did include information concerning MnDOT’s proposal to raise the road 
on the Minnesota side almost a foot.  He went over that information briefly. 
 
Kuharenko asked if there has been any response from the Corps of Engineers on this yet.  
Haugen responded that it is his understanding that they had thirty-days to respond, and that was 
over November 5th, however he has not yet heard if a response had yet been given. 
 
Yavarow reported that he talked to Roger Hille recently and was told that he was going to place 
an instrument on the grids to check the level of stress, however he needs electricity to be able to 
do that and he isn’t sure how he will accomplish that at this time.  He added that this will take 
place over the next year. 
 
Information only. 
 
MATTER OF ND SIDE FTA #5339 APPLICATIONS 
 
Haugen reported that the deadline for FTA #5339 applications was the end of October, and only 
one application was submitted from the Cities Area Transit for the replacement of five of its  
fixed-route vehicles. 
 
Haugen stated that staff reviewed the application and found that it was consistent with our Long 
Range Transportation Plan, that it be prioritized as submitted, and that the Technical Advisory 
Committee forward a recommendation to the MPO Executive Policy Board that they approve it 
as such.   
 
Bergman commented that one of their buses has a split frame, thus they may need to reprioritize 
the list to move the second request up and move the first request down.  He explained that the 
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bus is currently being looked at and they will not know if it can be repaired for a couple of 
weeks.  Haugen stated that they have a little time to make the adjustment, but that it should be 
done soon.   
 
Johnson explained that the process they follow for #5339 funds is that they look at all the 
applications received and determine whether or not they meet their criteria, then they look at how 
much funding is available and try to balance their decisions the best they can.  Haugen added that 
there is a total of $1.7 million in funding available, and Grand Forks’ request is for $1.3 million.   
 
MOVED BY WILLIAMS, SECONDED BY ELLIS, TO FORWARD A RECOMMENDATION 
TO THE MPO EXECUTIVE POLICY BOARD THAT THEY APPROVE THE 
APPLICATION FOR THE 5339 BUS AND BUS FACILITIES GRANT AS SUBMITTED, 
SUBJECT TO A POSSIBLE AMENDMENT IN PRIORITIZATION.     
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
MATTER OF UPDATE ON SCHOOL SAFETY REVIEW REPORT 
 
Erickson reported that over the summer she reviewed all of the ATAC School Safety Studies and 
developed a summary of the findings for each of the schools.   
 
Erickson stated that the Stakeholders were given the report to review and she did receive some 
feedback from them, however she would like to get more if possible.   
 
Erickson commented that Grand Forks received funding for citywide sign replacement in the 
amount of $46,000.00 ($41,000 federal and $5,000 State).  Williams commented that the City’s 
Public Works Department has been updating the signs.   
 
Ellis reported that all of the signs have been updated at New Heights, and that their Public Works  
Department redid all the markings this fall.  She said that they will be putting in additional 
crossings as well.   
 
Ellis said that a lot of updates have also been done at South Point, and more will be done soon. 
 
Haugen asked who the Stakeholders are.  Erickson responded that they include representatives 
from Engineering on both sides, school personnel, members of the PTA, and staff.  She added 
that she would like to get additional feedback in the next couple of weeks, and hopes to have a 
final document for approval in December. 
 
Information only. 
 
MATTER OF UPDATE ON U.S. #2 ACCESS MANAGEMENT STUDY 
 
Haugen reported that NDDOT released its High Crash Locations map.  He referred to a slide 
showing this information and pointed out that the intersection of Airport Drive/GF County #5 
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and US #2 is highlighted, and is the only intersection highlighted in the eastern part of the state.  
He said that the data supports a need for improvement at that intersection.  Williams commented 
that she agrees it needs to be reviewed, but also thinks that sometimes you can’t stop some 
accidents from occurring.  She stated that the accident where there were two fatalities was caused 
because the driver of the truck felt he could make it through the light even though he knew it was 
going to be turning red.  She said that you just can’t stop driver error. 
 
Haugen pointed out that he also included a copy of the Draft NPN Traffic 
Generation/Distribution Report in the packet.  He referred to it and went over it briefly. 
 
Information only. 
 
MATTER OF UPDATE ON PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT STUDY 
 
Kouba reported that training on the Pavement Management Update has been scheduled for 
Monday, November 24th all day, and Tuesday, November 25th for half a day in the East Grand 
Forks City Hall Training Room.   
 
Williams asked when the contract is scheduled to be completed.  Kouba responded that it was 
supposed to be completed by the end of August, but they are behind at this time.  Williams asked 
if we include penalty clauses.  Johnson responded that we do not, but that he would check with 
Federal Highway to see if this is something they do.   
 
Kuharenko asked when we were supposed to get the product.  Kouba responded that, again, we 
were supposed to receive it in August.   
 
Information only. 
 
MATTER OF UPDATE ON SAFETY INTEGRATION INTO LONG RANGE 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
Haugen reported that we previously talked about narrative changes, but now need to make 
changes to the revenue portion of the plan to integrate HSIP funds.   
 
Haugen referred to the information in the packet, and explained the changes needed to the 
financial plan. 
 
Johnson commented that NDDOT just finalized a memo on how HSIP funds will be distributed 
annually; 50% local road safety plan projects and 50% county/city/state projects.  Williams 
asked if there is monies left will they be rolled over to the next project.  Johnson responded that 
that is the intent, that LRSP project would be the first priority, then everything else would be 
considered for funding. 
 
Information only. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 TAP Funds 
 
Haugen reported that a letter of intent was sent October 31st.  He said that they submitted two 
projects that are being reviewed for Minnesota funding.  He added that North Dakota is now 
soliciting for TAP and HSIP projects as well, with a January sub-target date. 
 
Information only. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED BY WILLIAMS, SECONDED BY ELLIS, TO ADJOURN THE NOVEMBER 12TH, 
2014, MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE AT 2:35 P.M. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Peggy McNelis,  
Office Manager 
 


