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Public Notice 
 
The Grand Forks - East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization will hold a 
public open house on the proposed 2030 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Update, which is an 
element of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  The open house will be held Thursday, 
July 1, 2004 at 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the East Grand Fork Campbell Library, 422 
Fourth Street NW. 
 
The proposed plan update will reflect the changes in the city’s bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities since the last update, and will also provide goals and policies to guide facility 
development for the future.  The purpose of the open house is to demonstrate to the 
public what the existing bicycle and pedestrian system is comprised of, and what goals 
and policies are currently guiding the process of facility development.   
 
The open house will also be an opportunity for the public to provide input.  Anyone 
wishing to make a comment on the existing plan or the proposed plan update will have an 
opportunity to do so.  If you have any questions about the plan update, contact the Grand 
Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization at (701) 746-2660. 
 
(please publish as a legal notice) 
(please publish as soon as possible) 
(please submit bill to the Grand Forks – East Grand Forks MPO) 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The Grand Forks - East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will hold an 
open house in order to gather public comment on recommended improvements to the existing 
and proposed bike and pedestrian facilities within the metropolitan area.  The open house will be 
held on Thursday, October 7, 2004, in the Council Chambers of Grand Forks City Hall, 255 N. 
4th St. in downtown Grand Forks.  The open house will start at 6:00 pm and last until 8:00 pm.    
Information regarding the recommended improvements to the proposed update to the MPO’s 
Transit Plan will also be held at this meeting. 
 
The purpose of the open house is to gather public input on recommended improvements 
regarding the bike and pedestrian facilities.  Included in this are the locations of ADA curb 
ramps and transition plan to make these ramps comply with ADA standards.  The information 
received will help guide the MPO as it updates the transit plan for the metropolitan area.   
 
If you are unable to attend the open house, you can submit written comments to the MPO at P.O. 
Box 5200, Grand Forks, ND 58206-5200.  Written comments will be received until noon 
October 13, 2004. 
 
For further information, contact Mr. Earl Haugen at 701-746-2660.  Any individual requiring a 
special accommodation to allow access to participation at this meeting is asked to notify the 
ADA Coordinator 701-746-2655 of their needs prior to the Meeting. 
 
(Please publish ASAP as an ad) 
(Please submit bill to MPO 746-2660) 

GRAND FORKS-EAST GRAND FORKS MPO TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
ALTERNATIVE MODES TRANSPORTATION PLAN – APPENDIX V



 
 
 
 
 
 
                                             Agenda Item: II (4-13-04) 
 
 

Memorandum 
 
 

DATE:    April 5, 2004 
 
TO:     Greenway Technical Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:    Lane Magnuson, Senior Planner 
 
RE:     Matter of the Bike and Pedestrian Plan Update. 

 
Background:  The Bike and Pedestrian Plan is an element of the Grand Forks – East 
Grand Forks Transportation Plan.  All elements of the plan are updated every five years.  
The current Bike and Pedestrian Program’s five year cycle will be up by the end of this 
year. The purpose of the plan update is to include pertinent bike and pedestrian projects, 
programs, or studies that have been implemented since the last update.  The update will 
also incorporate any changes in the community that would affect planned network 
facilities or other future needs. 
 
The update process is proposed to be guided by the Greenway Technical Advisory 
Committee along with other representative members from such entities as the School 
Districts, The Grand Forks Safe Kids Coalition, and UND.  The first step in the process is 
to analyze the existing goals, objectives, and standards.  I would like to accomplish the 
following tasks at the Greenway Technical Advisory Committee Meeting: 

 Review the proposed goals, objectives and standards of the Bike and 
Pedestrian Plan. 

 Identify any new objectives and standards or changes in existing ones. 
 What do any new objectives and standards mean to the existing and 

planned network? 
 Address changes in existing network or additional corridor focus.    

 
If you have any questions prior to the meeting, feel free to contact me at (701) 746-2683. 
 
Support Materials: 
Proposed Bike and Pedestrian Plan Goals, Objectives and Standards. 
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Greenway Technical Committee 
Meeting Notes 

Grand Forks Park District Conference Room 
10:30 AM Tuesday, April 13, 2004 

 
Participants: 
Steve Mullally, GF Park District   
Keith Schroeder, GF Police Department 
Lonny Winrich 
Foster Hudson, MN DNR 
Melanie Parvey Biby, City of GF   
Marty Egeland, ND Game and Fish Dept   

Lane Magnuson, MPO 
Helen Cozzetto, MN DNR 
Corey Birkholtz, Options 
Traie Dockter, DLG 
Kim Greendahl, City of GF

 
Guests: Trish Clayburgh and Gretchen Schatz 
 
OLD BUSINESS (Information to be distributed prior to meeting) 
 
Approval of meeting minutes: Correction to Friends of the Greenway report as 
follows: Helen Cozzetto is Secretary, Jo Martin is Treasurer. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
Steve gave a brief history of the clubhouse and its post flood remodel.  Built in 1963, the 
clubhouse originally featured 4 pods.  Two of those pods were torn down because of 
soil slippage.  The basement is made to withstand flooding and is available to other 
groups for use during the golf off-season, trail will route on the perimeter of the course.  
The GF Park District is planning to open the course in June with seven holes with two 
additional holes later in the summer.  The MPO Tech Advisory Committee will review 
the plan this fall. 
 

I. Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Bikeway Network: The plan will be ready by 2004.  
The Metropolitan Planning Office (MPO) Bikeway Network Plan was presented.  This 
plan is updated every five years. MPO does the planning for Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks.  How does the Greenway fit in? The MPO would like to utilize the 
Greenway Technical Committee as a steering committee for the draft development 
because the overall bikeway network includes the greenway.  The next step in adopting 
this plan is to host a public open house, a daylong workshop from FHA, and draft the 
plan, possibly by June. 
 
Seven basic goals are outlined in the plan and the MPO is looking for suggestions and 
comments.  The committee comments were: 
- Better explanation of the types of terms in the legend: route, path, lane 
- Define usable path of bicycles in business district prohibited from using sidewalk in 

residential encouraged to use sidewalks. 
- Goal #3 last statement does not address that all bike and pedestrian facilities meet 

ADA requirements at it only addresses curb cuts.  All bike facilities should meet ADA 
standards. 
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Discussion about appeal of state law regarding using the path, not roadway.  Why allow 
more skilled on bike paths?  Why allow bikes on the road? (preferred)  The group did 
not want this option pursued.  Lane stated that this may be a federal issue based on 
new course.  Does this meet the objective of preventing auto/bike crashes?  Lane will 
research and bring back to the group; may need to identify the different types of paths. 
 
Sgt Schroeder doesn’t think there is anything on the books that force bicycles off the 
roads.  Sgt Schroeder will look into this on the local level.  Lonnie will call North Dakota 
Department of Transportation on agreements regarding federal funds. 
 
The MN DNR Trails and Waterway Committee would need to review this plan. 
 
II. Non-paved Trail Plan: The plan has been in development for some time.  Trails 
are divided into snowmobile, cross country, and non-paved.  The intent was to offer 
another opportunity to get people closer to the river, meet birders needs, and  
accommodate the needs of a variety of trail users.  There is no funding for these trails at 
this time.  Location of trails may intersect with paved trails, because the plan was 
developed in 2000, before the Greenway was so developed. 
 
The MN DNR Area Team will review this plan and how it ties into their fishing access 
points at their June meeting. 
 
What if some fishing accesses are ADA accessible?  If you are developing an amenity 
at the end of a non-paved trail it needs to be ADA accessible.  If it’s set up for 
pedestrian with gravel or grass, it is not ADA accessible. 
 
Other unpaved trails comments: 
- Are snowmobile and non-paved trails the same?  Not necessarily. 
- Does the group want/favor a contiguous trail throughout the Greenway? 
- Another option is the dirt roads that were built in Grand Forks Greenway for 

contractors during construction. Those could be converted to a non paved trail.     
 

A. Equestrian Trails in Greenway: Trish and Gretchen introduced an idea to 
include equestrian trails in the plan.  These trials are used exclusively for 
equestrians to keep them separate from walkers and bikers.  The Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources does have some equestrian trails in their parks, 
when practical.  The equestrian campsites are under used in MN DNR and are 
expensive.  The demand for the trail needs to warrant the extra expense.  How do 
we determine the public’s interest?   
 

Other questions: 
- Where do you keep the horse when you want to shop downtown? 
- Could the snowmobile trail be used for horses since it is already signed for 

users? 
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- Can you ride in Grand Forks city limits? Yes, if you follow the rules of the road.   
Trish was told she needed a permit.  Sgt. Schroeder will check on this. 

- How do the pedestrian bridges fit in? 
- Signage is important as to who should use it. 
- Bottlenecks issues in narrow areas of the Greenway should be addressed. 
- Does this open up opportunities for ATV users that would also like to use the 

Greenway? 
 
 
It is late in the MN DNR planning process for this request.  Would this fit better into the 
Red Lake River corridor project? 
 
Signage would be an important component to low maintenance.  Consider equestrian 
trails while developing non-paved trail plan; horse patrol is one of the most expensive 
forms of patrol. 
 
How to proceed with equestrian trail request: meet as a group first, try for a story in the 
Grand Forks Herald.  Trisha will contact equestrian groups to try organize a request. 
 

II. Grand Forks Restoration Plan: The City of Grand Forks is developing a plan for six 
areas in 2004. 
 

III. Birding Guide/List for Greenway: The committee is half way through the checklist 
and is developing a list focusing on the Greenway.   
 

IV. Greenway Dedication Ceremonies: MN DNR is designing the programs, invitations 
and posters.  If anyone has someone they feel should be invited, please forward the 
names to Diane Blair at the East Grand Forks Chamber.   
 

V. Adopt a trail program: Working to develop, awaiting input from MN DNR.  Some of 
the volunteer requirements are different for workers in Minnesota.  They would like to 
merge with the Grand Forks program for streamlining. 
 

VI. Pedestrian Bridge Update:  The Corps is finalizing the plans.  Current plan is to bid 
in May with a two year construction plan.  Bridges will be built concurrently but the trails 
won’t connect for awhile. 
 

VII. Friends of the Greenway: Helen reported that the Friends will be participating in the 
Celebrating Non-Profits event April 17 in the Grand Cities Mall.  The Greenway Expo 
held March 25 was a success that allowed for communication among groups; wished 
more public had attended. 
 
Other:  

- Upcoming Events: 
- Celebrate Non-profits booth April 17 
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- Grand Cities Art Fest June 12 – 13 
- Restoration on the Xcel Energy site May 1. 

 
Next Greenway Technical Committee meeting date: June 15, 2004 10:30 am Grand 
Forks Park District **NOTE CHANGE IN DATE**
 
Upcoming Events and Meetings: 

• Technical Subcommittee Managing Agencies Meeting- May 11, 2004 10:30 
am Grand Forks Park District Office 

• Friends of the Greenway Meeting- June 2, 2004, location and time TBA 
  
 
Submitted by: Kim Greendahl, Greenway Specialist, City of Grand Forks 
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Greenway Technical Committee 
Meeting Notes 

Grand Forks Park District Conference Room 
10:30 AM Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

 
Participants: 
Troy Schroeder, NWRCD 
Ann Sande, Friends of the GW 
Dale Skyberg, EGF Parks and Rec 
Lane Magnuson, MPO 

Helen Cozzetto, MN DNR 
Melanie Parvey Biby, City of GF 
Kim Greendahl, City of Grand Forks

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
I. Approval of April 13, 2004 Meeting Minutes: No corrections were made 
 
II. Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Bikeway Network: Maps showing the current 

and proposed snowmobile, unpaved and bike trails and Section 5.1 of the Grand 
Forks/East Grand Forks Bikeway Network were distributed.  This is a twenty-five 
year plan that is updated every five years.   

 
Note: The map shows only snowmobile trails located in Greenway and does not 
designate which side of the road routes are located on.  Would like to see the 
connection with other city trails and designated routes (snowmobiles). 
Construction of underpass on 4th in East Grand Forks is planned for 2007.   
 
Question was asked, how will snowmobiles cross the rivers and where does the 
trail meet the existing north and south routes?  No decisions have been made so 
far.   
Do these trails include ATV’s?  At this time ATV’s are not allowed by Grand 
Forks City Ordinances or MN state statues but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
consider then during the planning process.   
 
Goals & policies: Discussion about appeal of state law regarding using the path, 
not roadway.  Lane researched this matter and reported that the reason for the 
recommendation may be because of the difference in local and federal 
regulations.  Local ordinance states that bicycles are not allowed on road when a 
path is offered.  Federal regulations consider bicycles a motor vehicle and so not 
allowing them on road may be a conflict with this regulation. 
 
Lane expects to have a full draft of the plan is in August from Lane, with an open 
house in July or August to present to the public for comment.  All individuals from 
this group are welcome to attend the open house. 

 
III. Greenway Adopt a Trail Program: Ron Galstad has reviewed the plan on 

behalf of the City of East Grand Forks.  The program was approved as 
presented.   
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IV. Birding guide/list for Greenway: The list has been completed and is now being 

edited for seasons and sighting frequency.  The project will then be brought to 
the Greenway Technical Committee in September for ideas.   At this time there is 
no information regarding current local projects such as the Wood Duck and 
Bluebird houses located in the Grand Forks Greenway, but this could be added, 
as well as a section on plantings that attract birds. 

 
V. Fishing Access and Boat Ramp Plan: The June 29 meeting may be cancelled 

or remain internal with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  The 
City of Grand Forks feels it would be beneficial to be included in this meeting 
once it is rescheduled, may also benefit to meet with ND Game and Fish 
representatives. 

 
VI. Equestrian trails: Update from the April meeting-horses are allowed in Grand 

Forks.  Horses are allowed only on special trails with a special permit on 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  Trish Clayburgh has not 
responded about her progress in generating support for equestrian trails in the 
Greenway. 

 
VII. Other: 

Pedestrian bridges: Currently being bid; bid opening is scheduled for late July. 
Fishing licenses: MN DNR has been receiving a lot of requests for licenses.  
Area outlets include Cabela’s, Home of Economy, Hardware Hanks, as well as 
several other businesses. 
Kid fishing pool idea: This is a project that creates and stocks temporary ponds 
for young anglers.  The ponds are drained each fall.  This could be located in the 
campground.  This has been done successfully in Utah.   
Kiosks in East Grand Forks: The interpretive plaques have been completed. 
Parks & Trails Council: This group may be hosting a bike run here in August as 
part of their 50 state tour.  Final details are not known at this time. 
 

Next Greenway Technical Staff Mtg.  July 13, 2004 10:30 am, 2004 @ Itasca 
**Helen and Gladwin will make arrangements with the Itasca staff. 

 
Next Greenway Technical Committee meeting date: August 10, 2004, 10:30 am at 
the Grand Forks Park District Office 
 
Submitted by: Kim Greendahl, Greenway Specialist, City of Grand Forks 
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Greenway Technical Committee 
Meeting Notes 

Grand Forks Park District Conference Room 
10:30 AM Wednesday, August 11, 2004 

 
Participants: 
Steve Mullally, GF Park District  Ann Sande, Friends of the Greenway 
John Winter, MN DNR   Marty Egeland, ND Game & Fish 
Keith Schroeder, GF Police Dept.  Gladwin Lynne, MN DNR 
Earl Haugen, MPO    Lane Magnuson, MPO 
Melanie Parvey-Biby, City of GF  Kim Greendahl, City of GF 
Helen Cozzetto, MN DNR 
 
Old Business 
 
I. Introductions were done. 
 
II. Approval of June 15, 2004 Meeting Minutes: Approved as submitted. 
 
III. Trailblazing Study: Earl, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Director, 

explained the history of the trailblazing study conducted by the MPO.  The 
request for signage on Interstate 29 by the Greenway Technical Committee has 
been made, but no official decision has been received. This is separate request 
than the trailblazing study plan.  The trailblazing plan for the signs inside the 
urban area has not been installed due to a lack of funds.  The plan calls for six 
signs in Grand Forks and three in East Grand Forks.  A funding request to the 
Knight Foundation to implement a plan to install banners in the downtown area 
did not receive funding.  The trailblazing study has been approved by both City 
Councils and on a technical level at the Department of Transportation for both 
states.  Cost for the inner city signs can be borne by current departments, as 
directed by councils or funds may come from other sources.   

 
Questions: 

• Has EGF requested the signs with MN DOT?  Unknown. 
• Who is the contact the MN DNR should be working with on the inner city 

signs?  John Thompson of the Street Department. 
• Would Earl also be the contact?  He can advise. 
• Logo directs visitors to downtown, why not Greenway?  Downtown 

signage would then lead visitors to Greenway, Town Square, campground 
• What is the process to get a greenway sign plan on the MPO work plan?  

A request must be forwarded by the city councils.   
• The standard signs with no logo can be done by each city.   

 
Funding for this project may also be available through enhancement dollars. 
Each city applies for the funds separately. 
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It was suggested that the rental of billboards be considered as an alternative to 
the interstate sign.  Sponsors could be sought to help pay for that project.  The 
Cabela sign is paid for by the City of East Grand Forks, would they be willing to 
include information about the campground?  Alerus Center message board may 
be another advertising opportunity.   
 
It is intent of the Greenway Technical Committee to work with the MPO 
trailblazing study to direct people downtown and then to the attractions located in 
that area.  The committee would like to send a letter to both cities to pursue this 
funding.  Melanie will draft a letter requesting that the cities look into any and all 
funding opportunities.  Steve will sign the letter on behalf of the committee. 
 
Each community agreed it would work individually on placing appropriate 
standard recreational signs in the community to direct traffic to the greenway and 
to new greenway features such as the campground. 

 
IV. Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Bikeway Network: Copies of Section 5.1 of the 

Bikeway Plan were distributed.  One change to the plan is Page 5.2.9 Goal #6, 
Objective 3-East Grand Forks would favor this change in policy.  In Grand Forks 
developers are required to dedicate 8% of the land or fees.  The Park District 
receives 8% of the land being developed for their own development.  They have 
no problem with the change in wording for this objective. 
 
Lane will send the Bikeway Plan to the committee via email for review.  
Committee members should forward any comments, either written or oral, to him 
for consideration before September 14, 2004. 

 
V. Other: 

• Pedestrian Bridge Status:  The bids came in higher than expected.  After 
cost adjustments were made to the original bid estimate to allow for recent 
increases in steel and concrete costs, one bid was within the 25% of the 
bid estimate.  If that bid contains no errors, the project will be awarded.  

• Dog Park: A location has not been determined.  In Grand Forks, proposed 
sites are near Columbia Mall and in Central Park. There was a complaint 
about dogs being off leash in the greenway, there is a leash law in both 
communities. 

• Rules and Regulations: For the City of Grand Forks, the mayor’s office is 
still reviewing because of the new ordinances being proposed. 

• Upcoming Bike Event: The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
and the Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota will be hosting a bike tour 
August 25 – 31.  Details are available by calling 701-773-4950. 

 
Next Greenway Technical Committee meeting date: October 12, 2004   
 
Submitted by: Kim Greendahl, Greenway Specialist, City of Grand Forks 
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Greenway Technical Committee 
Meeting Notes 

Grand Forks Park District Conference Room 
10:30 AM Wednesday, October 12, 2004 

 
Steve Mullaly, GF Park District 
Melanie Parvey-Biby, City of GF 
Lonny Winrich, ND State Representative 
Helen Cozzetto, MN DNR 

Dale Skyberg, EGF Parks & Rec 
Kim Greendahl, City of GF 
Gladwin Lynne, MN DNR

 
I. August 11, 2004 Meeting Minutes: approved as submitted. 
 
II. Trailblazing Support Letter: Add “which” to final paragraph, first sentence. 
 
III. Update on the Greenway Sign Request to the ND DOT: Although the original 

request was denied, Dan Jonasson will send a letter to the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation requesting that this matter be kept open, in case 
the policy changes.  Signage is still an important issue to help guide visitors to 
the Greenway.  Each city should pursue implementing their trailblazing plan.   
 
The main goal will be to sign only the major parts of the Greenway:  Discussed 
text to be included on sign; consider some consistency between the two cities.  
This will be discussed at the November staff meeting. 

 
IV. Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Bikeway Network: Attendance for the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) public Open House on Thursday 
October 7, 2004 6-8 pm in the Grand Forks City Hall Council Chambers was 
good.  All comments should be submitted to MPO soon for consideration for the 
planning document. 
 

V. Amenities Grid: Kim has been developing a grid listing all the amenities 
available in the Greenway.  This information will be included in a booklet being 
developed to answer user questions about facilities.  Information will also be 
posted on the web page.  The City of Grand Forks will maintain the master 
document and distribute to each managing agency.  Each agency can then print 
copies as needed.  Action item: Dale will send EGF park information to Kim.  
All information needs to be to Kim by November 2 for inclusion in a draft 
document for discussion at the November 9 Greenway Technical Staff 
meeting.   

Suggestions/edits: 
• Add “Entrance fee required” to campground information 
• Include website address and photos in brochure 
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VI. Greenway Brochure: The original supply of the Greenway brochure (10,000 
copies) printed Spring 2004 has been depleted and requests are still being 
received.  The cost of reprinting the large size brochure limits the ability to 
produce a large quantity.  A print run of 15,000 copies of a smaller brochure (8½  
x 11) would be less expensive.  Committee agreed that this was a better use of 
the dollars.  Funding has been committed by the Friends of the Greenway ($500) 
toward this project.  Remaining funds would come from the Greenway Technical 
Staff Promotions Fund.  Action item: Kim will also request funds from the 
Downtown Leadership Group, which participated in the original printing.    
The committee agreed to bill each managing agency $300 annually for the 
Greenway Technical Staff promotions fund.  Action item: Steve will check on 
the balance of the fund to date and send invoices for the 2005 
contributions. 

 
The Friends of the Greenway (FoGW) have requested to include the Hugo’s logo 
because the funding the FoGW contributes will be from the Hugo chili sales.  
Committee declined this request, based on the fact that Hugo’s is actually 
contributing the funds to the FoGW, not the brochure.    

 
VII. Greenway Birding List: The list will feature 245 species.  The list should be 

updated by November 1.  Suggestions for cover art included the bald eagle and 
red head woodpecker.  Action item: Melanie will invite Mary Egeland, ND 
Game & Fish, to the November meeting to discuss funding the printing of 
the brochure. 

 
VIII. National Trails Symposium: Melanie and John Fisher will be presenting a 

seminar on “Time Saving Techniques for a Fast Track Project.” at the National 
Trails Symposium in Austin, TX October 21- 24.  

 
Next Greenway Technical Staff meeting:  November 9, 2004 10:30 am at the Grand 
Forks Park District Offices,  

 
Next Greenway Technical Committee meeting: January 11, 2005 

**NOTE: The December meeting has been cancelled. 
 
Upcoming Greenway Events: Veteran’s Day Race- November 11, 2004 Lincoln Dr. 
Park; Christmas in the Park – Lincoln Dr. Park November 26- Jan. 4, 2004; Santa’s 
Village-December 16-19 Lincoln Golf Club House 
 
Submitted by: Kim Greendahl, Greenway Specialist, City of Grand Forks 
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