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On May 9, 2001, the Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted travel surveys at 
each of the Red River bridge crossings that connect East Grand Forks and Grand Forks.  Information from the surveys 
will be used to help estimate how much traffic would use a new Red River crossing depending upon where it is located.  
The surveys were conducted by stopping a random number of motorists and asking a series of questions about their 
trip.  The survey results are being tabulated by the consultants.  Some preliminary findings are shown below. 
 

Travel Surveys Help Predict Red River Bridge Use 

Again, the Point Bridge has a little different traffic characteristics than the Kennedy and Sorlie Bridges.  70% of the traffic 
on the Point Bridge uses it at least once a day.  This again suggests that the Point Again, the Point Bridge has a little 
different traffic characteristics than the Kennedy and Sorlie Bridges.  70% of the traffic on the Point Bridge uses it at least 
once a day.  This again suggests that the Point Bridge is used more by people commuting to and from work than the 
other bridges.  
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 Preliminary Project Schedule 

Project Mailing List Established 

                The preliminary project schedule is summarized below: 
     

1st Public Meeting – August 8, 2001. Kick-off study, 
provide information, develop mailing list. 
    

2nd Public Meeting – November  2001. Present pre-
liminary alternatives, evaluate alternatives, and discuss impacts. 
  

3rd Public Meeting – February  2002. Present concept 
alternatives, discuss modifications and finalize recommendations. 
 

4th Public Meeting – April 2002. Present Transportation 
Plan Update, obtain comments regarding the plan. 
  

Submit Draft Transportation Plan Update –  
March 2002.   
Solicit Comments from Appropriate Agencies, Compile Data, 
Analysis, and Public Comments, discuss alternative development 
and evaluation. 
 

Submit Final Transportation Plan Update –  
May 2002.   
Report includes comments from interested agencies and public. 
   

 The above schedule should be considered preliminary. Exact dates for 
future milestones may change and will be provided in future newsletters. 

 

An official project mailing list is being developed for 
persons interested in receiving future newsletters or 
other correspondence.  If you wish to be on the 
mailing list, please contact:  
Earl Haugen, Executive Director, Grand Forks/ 
East Grand Forks MPO at 746-2660. 
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Trip Purpose 

Trip Frequency 
The Sorlie and Kennedy Bridge are used for a greater variety of trips than the Point Bridge.   
53% of the traffic on the Point Bridge involves a “home-to-work” or “work-to-home” trip. 

        Other findings of the survey include: 
   

♦  Approximately 78% of all vehicles had only   
      one passenger. 
♦ 90% of the vehicles were cars with the  
      remainder being trucks of various sizes. 
♦ Passengers in over 70% of vehicles  
      sampled had fastened seatbelts.   
   

In addition to the above, the survey yielded infor-
mation regarding where person’s trips began and 
where they were going.  Further details about the 
study will be provided at the public meeting dis-
cussed elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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FIRST  
METROPOLITAN 
WIDE  
MEETING 

UPDATE 
 Grand Forks - East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 

You are reading the first issue of the 
Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Transpor-
tation Plan Update Newsletter.  This in-
formational newsletter is issued by the 
Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization to inform the 
public of the purpose, progress and 
status of the Transportation Plan Update.  
This newsletter will be issued approxi-
mately four (4) times during the develop-
ment of the plan.  If you have comments 
or would like to be added to the mailing 
list, please contact Mr. Earl Haugen, Ex-
ecutive Director, Grand Forks/East Grand 
Forks MPO, 255 North 4th Street, P.O. Box 
5200, Grand Forks, North Dakota, 58206-
5200, phone number 746-2660. 
 

The Grand Forks/East 
Grand Forks MPO, in 
an effort to plan for the 
long range transporta-
tion needs of the met-
ropolitan area, is up-
dating its current 
Transportation Plan.  
While the population of 
the metropolitan area 
has remained steady 
after the 1997 flood, there are still a number of transportation 
issues which center around the need for better access across 
the Red River and to I-29 . The focus of the plan update will be 
finding ways to improve circulation and reduce unnecessary 
travel in order to avoid the need to completely reconstruct exist-
ing roadways and add through lanes to increase capacity. 
 

City and state officials recognize that the future of the metro-
politan area’s economic vitality and quality of life depend upon 
careful management of physical resources.  The plan will coor-
dinate the needs of each land use within the metropolitan area 
and provide a “vision for the future” that can be used to identify 
and prioritize transportation improvements over the next 20 
years and beyond.  The plan will also have a sound technical 
base that ensures prudent expenditures of funds.  HWS Con-
sulting Group from Omaha, Nebraska and BRW, also from 
Omaha and Minneapolis, MN, were selected by the MPO Ex-
ecutive Board to prepare this plan.  Each member of the team 
is committed to an action oriented approach with strong em-
phasis on participation from citizens, businesses, community 
leaders, agency representatives, and local staff. 



22 

The Transportation Plan Update will address several major 
concerns identified by the public and local transportation offi-
cials.  During the last plan update the MPO attempted to gain 

consensus on a preferred Red River crossing locations.  The alternatives included 17th Avenue South, 24th 
Avenue South, Elks Drive, 32nd Avenue South and Merrifield Road alignments. The only remaining alterna-
tives in the current plan are 17th Ave. South and 32nd Ave. South for the local bridge and Merrifield Road 
as the one site for a bypass. Traffic and development patterns in both Grand Forks and East Grand Forks 
will be effected regardless of which locations are chosen.  Another unresolved issue are locations for new 
interchanges along I-29.  Requests have been received for a new interchange at 17th Avenue South and at 
Merrifield Road.  Obviously, interchanges and river crossings are major financial undertakings in addition 
to the impacts they may have on adjacent properties and surrounding traffic patterns.  The relative benefits 
and costs associated with these projects must be compared to other projects such as widening existing 
streets to determine how to get the most benefit for each dollar spent. 

Goals and Objectives  
The Transportation Plan Update can be broken down into five (5) major objectives.  They include: 
   
       

1.  Engage a full range of interest groups through the implementation of a  
     comprehensive and inclusive public   participation program. 
 

2.  Validate and update future traffic projections to accurately and efficiently test various 
      land use and transportation alternatives. 
 

3. Balance land use and transportation improvement scenarios to identify the most  
      efficient way to manage future growth. 
 

4. Identify basic and innovative transportation system improvements that  
      address issues, infrastructure performance, economic vitality and the  
      community goals. 
 

5. Prepare a realistic implementation plan, consistent with the needs and desires of 
     the community that can be accomplished with likely funding levels. 
 

What Drives You Crazy??? 
What drives Grand Forks and East Grand Forks drivers crazy?  Apparently, the indecision to locate addi-
tional bridges connecting the two cities is what drives most crazy.  The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) asked this question in a newspaper insert distributed this sum-
mer.  The insert was a map showing the street network of the two cities and asked people to write on the 
map what things drove them crazy.  The map was then mailed back to the MPO. 
   

Roughly, 350 surveys were returned.  One-third responded in some manner about the need for additional 
bridges.  The majority of these did not indicate a specific location; rather, they indicated that a decision 
needed to be made.  The specific bridge location that received the most favorable responses was the 32nd 
Avenue location.  The Merrifield location was the next specific location identified. 
   

Only five (5) responses indicated there was no need for any additional bridges. (Continued on page 3) 
 

Major Issues To Be Addressed 
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Public Involvement Process Developed 

N   E   W   S   L   E   T   T   E   R  

The Transportation Plan Update will represent a significant event for Grand Forks area residents.  The 
improvements identified in the plan may affect many people who live in the metropolitan area and/or have 
property near the areas where improvements are recommended.  Therefore, every attempt will be made 
to provide the public with ample opportunity to participate in the plan update.  It is only through active pub-
Public Meetings.  Four (4) public meetings will be held at times corresponding to key milestones and 
decision points in the plan development.  The first public meeting will announce the project and begin to 
solicit input.  The second and third public meetings will discuss alternatives and analysis with property 
owners and the general public.  The fourth meeting will present the recommended plan.   
Each meeting will provide an opportunity for the public to contribute ideas and ask questions.   
      

Arvin Kvasager,        G.F. County 
Art Bakken,               G.F. City Council 
Warren Strandell,       Polk County 

                        Punky Beauchamp,   E.G.F.City Council 
Gary Sanders,           E.G.F. P&Z 
Rob Kweit,                G.F. P&Z 
Doug Christianson,  G.F. City Council 
Dick Grassel,              E.G.F. City Council 

Newsletter.  A study newsletter will be sent out four (4) times during the plan update process.  The 
newsletter will convey information about the plan, including upcoming meetings, alternatives under study, 
and answers to commonly asked questions. 
     

We hope the extra effort on this project will provide the maximum opportunity for the general public and 
adjacent property owners to participate in this Transportation Plan Update. 

Other areas of frustration include: 
    

1. Lack of traffic signals. 
2. “No Turn on Red” signs on South Washington Street. 
3. Traffic law disobedience i.e. red light running, etc. 
4. Need for additional interchanges on I-29. 
5. Pavement condition on some streets. 
 
Many of the items listed above are already being addressed through the capital improvement programs of 
both cities.  Others will be addressed in the Transportation Plan Update.  The survey confirms that trans-
portation issues are a major concern for Grand Forks and East Grand Forks residents. 
 

First Metro-Wide Meeting Scheduled  
Over the past year several public meetings (a total of nine in each ward) have been held to discuss land use and 
Transportation Plan update issues and process. Unfortunately these meetings were poorly attended. The first Met-
ropolitan wide public meeting for the Transportation Plan Update will be held at the following time and location:     
                                                    August 8, 2001, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  
                        “Hawk” Room (meeting room #5) at the Alerus Center.   
Parking is available in the east parking lot.  At this meeting, a formal presentation will be made regarding the Trans-
portation Plan.  Several maps will be available, as well as other exhibits explaining the Plan Update in more detail.  
Members of the project team will be available to hear comments concerning specific issues as well as individual 
concerns about properties near proposed transportation improvements.  All those attending the public meeting who 
are not currently on the project mailing list will be added to the mailing list and will receive future newsletters. 

Executive Board Oversight.  The Executive 
Board of the Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization is made up of an equal 
number of representatives from Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks.  The Board is responsible for the overall 
Transportation Improvement Program for the metro-
politan area.  The members of the Executive Board are 
listed in the chart to the right. 
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 How Many Red River Bridges 
Do We Need? 

 Metro-Wide  
Meeting Scheduled 
Over the past year, several public meetings have been 
held to discuss land use and transportation plan update 
issues and process.  Unfortunately, these meetings were 
poorly attended.  Another metropolitan wide planning 
meeting for the Transportation Plan Update will be held at 
the following time and location: 

                  December 17th, 2002 
             7:00PM to 9:00PM 
             Community Room 
            Grand Forks Herald 
          375 2nd Avenue North 
           (Enter from the alley) 
  
At this meeting a formal presentation will be made regard-
ing the Transportation Plan.  The Presentation will begin 
at 7:30PM. Several maps will be available as well as other 
exhibits explaining the plan update in more detail.  Mem-
bers of the project team will be available to hear com-
ments concerning specific issues as well as individual 
concerns about properties near proposed transportation 
improvements.   

Many of the items listed above are already being ad-
dressed through the capital improvement programs of 
both cities.  Others will be addressed in the Transporta-
tion Plan Update.  The survey confirms that transporta-
tion issues are a major concern for Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks residents. 

 
What drives Grand Forks and East Grand Forks drivers 
crazy?  Apparently, the indecision to locate additional 
bridges connecting the two cities is what drives most 
crazy.  The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization (MPO) asked this question 
in a newspaper insert distributed during the summer of 
2001.  The insert was a map showing the street net-
work of the two cities and asked people to write on the 
map what things drove them crazy.  The map was then 
mailed back to the MPO. 
   

Roughly, 350 surveys were returned.  One-third re-
sponded in some manner about the need for additional 
bridges.  The majority of these did not indicate a spe-
cific location; rather, they indicated that a decision 
needed to be made.  The specific bridge location that 
received the most favorable responses was the 32nd 
Avenue location.  The Merrifield location was the next 
specific location identified. 
   

Only five (5) responses indicated there was no need for 
any additional bridges.  
 

What Drives You 
Crazy??? 

Other areas of frustration include: 
    

1. Lack of traffic signals. 
2. “No Turn on Red” signs on South  
 Washington Street. 
3. Traffic law disobedience i.e. red light  
 running, etc. 
4. Need for additional interchanges on I-29. 
5. Pavement condition on some streets. 
 

An important issue to be addressed with the Transporta-
tion Plan is the number and location of new Red River 
bridge crossings.  Origin and destination studies con-
ducted in the summer of 2001 indicated the bridges serve 
two (2) purposes.  A significant amount of traffic is simply 
trying to drive through the metropolitan area and have an 
origin and/or destination outside the metropolitan area.  
Other traffic crosses the Red River for work, shopping, 
school, recreation, and delivery purposes between the two 
cities.  Traffic projections, using the newly adopted land 
use plan, indicate the existing bridges do not have suffi-
cient capacity to handle future travel demand.   
 
Preliminary technical analysis suggests the need for two 
(2) additional Red River bridges.  One bridge would be 
used to accommodate through traffic.  This bridge would 
be located outside the built up or urban area of Grand 
Forks/East Grand Forks.  The most promising location for 
this bridge would be along Merrifield Road which is lo-
cated one mile south of 62nd Avenue South.  A bridge at 
this location would ultimately provide continuity between 
US 2 in Minnesota to the planned I-29/Merrifield Road in-
terchange in North Dakota.   
 

The second bridge is needed to relieve congestion on 
the existing bridges and to reduce traffic on the roads 
that lead up to them.  The locations discussed are:  
32nd Avenue South, Elks Drive and 17th Avenue 
South.  There are advantages and disadvantages of 
each location, but regardless of which one is selected, 
the transportation system is significantly improved in 
terms of reduced congestion, lower overall travel 
times, and reduced trip length.  The cost savings to 
motorists with respect to these factors more than off-
set the cost of bridge construction. 

   N   E   W   S   L   E   T   T   E   R  

Introduction Population Growth  
and Development  
Patterns Drive  
Transportation 
Needs 
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METROPOLITAN 
WIDE  
MEETING 

UPDATE 
 M.P.O.  Grand Forks - East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

November Is-
2002 

You are reading the Grand Forks/East 
Grand Forks Transportation Plan Update 
Newsletter.  This informational newsletter 
is issued by the Grand Forks/East Grand 
Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 
to inform the public of the purpose, pro-
gress and status of the Transportation Plan 
Update.  This newsletter will be issued 
approximately four (4) times during the 
development of the plan.  If you have 
comments or would like to be added to the 
mailing list, please contact Mr. Earl 
Haugen, Executive Director, Grand Forks/
East Grand Forks MPO, 255 North 4th 
Street, P.O. Box 5200, Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, 58206-5200, phone number 746-
2660. 
 

The Grand Forks/East Grand Forks MPO working with local 
agencies has completed land use planning activities which will 
help to guide development over the next 20 years.  Two land 
use options were examined .  One (high growth) assumed a 
1.2% annual increase in population and another (low growth) 
assumed a 0.6% increase in population.  Both growth options 
included a high density and low density scenario which esti-
mates how much land area would be developed with each 
growth option.  In addition to the above, the MPO has been 
studying the feasibility of a Merrifield Road/I-29 interchange.  If 
this project is constructed it will likely add new development 
around the interchange.  After significant study, the high growth/
low density land use option with the Merrifield Road/I-29 Inter-
change was adopted.   
   

Most Growth Will Occur In the South and West 
   

Under the proposed land use plan, the majority of residential 
growth will occur in the southern part of the metropolitan area 
from approximately 40th Avenue South to 62nd Avenue South  
between I-29 and Belmont Road.  The population will increase 
from approximately 57,000 to 76,500 by the year 2025.  Traffic 
generated by the additional population will result in over con-
gested conditions on several streets if additional improvements 
are not constructed beyond the ones already planned. 

Tuesday 
December 17th, 2002 

 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 
Community Room 

    

Grand Forks Herald 
    

375 2nd Avenue North 
   

(Enter from the alley) 
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Additional Roadway Improvements Needed To Handle Future Traffic 
  
The current transportation plan calls for construction of the following projects over the next twenty (20) years: 
  
               Merrifield Road I-29 Interchange 
               Improvements to East Grand Forks Central Spine (2nd Avenue Railroad Underpass) 
              University Avenue Traffic Calming 
              34th Street Underpass (crossing BNSF tracks north of Demers)  
              42nd Street Underpass (Crossing BNSF tracks north of Demers )  
              Widen 42nd Street to five (5) lanes between 17th Avenue South and 32nd Avenue South 
              Construction of Greenway Boulevard in East Grand Forks 
              Columbia Road Improvements from Gateway (US 2) to 32nd Avenue South 
  
In addition to the projects listed above, the anticipated improvements to the transportation network over the next 20 years include 
additional roadways in the vicinity of 32nd Avenue South and Columbia Road to accommodate circulation around the new  
commercial areas. 
  
With these improvements in place, the following intersections are still expected to experience an unacceptable level of congestion.  
These include: 
 
             The northbound off-ramp of I-29 and Demers Avenue 
             Columbia Road and University Avenue 
             17th Avenue South and Columbia Road 
             32nd Avenue South and Columbia Road 
             Gateway Drive and Washington Street 
             Demers Avenue and Washington Street 
             17th Avenue South and Washington Street  
             1st Street and 3rd Avenue in East Grand Forks 
 
 
Additional roadway improvements will be needed to address the congestion that is expected to happen at these intersections.  Sig-
nificant congestion already exists at 17th Avenue South and Columbia Road and Washington Street and Demers Avenue. 
   

Several New Projects To Be Evaluated 
    
The Grand Forks/East Grand Forks MPO is looking at several projects to address future deficiencies in roadway operations in the 
metropolitan area.  The following is a brief description of each project under active consideration: The Location of the projects are 
shown on the map on page 3. 
    

North Bypass.  Two options exist for a north by-pass. The first would involve a new Red River Crossing approximately 2 miles 
north of Gateway Dr.  The second would be on the 23rd Street/27th Avenue N. alignment which is one mile north of Gateway Dr.  
The roadway would help reduce “through” traffic and truck traffic on Gateway Drive (Hwy 2). 
Merrifield River Crossing.  The Merrifield River Crossing would extend from the proposed Merrifield Road/I-29 interchange to 
Hwy 2 in Polk County.  This would provide a south by-pass of the metropolitan area. 
17th Avenue River Crossing.  This project would extend across the Red River from between Belmont Road in Grand Forks to 
Rhinehart Drive in East Grand Forks. 
32nd Avenue South River Crossing.  This Red River crossing would follow the existing 32nd Avenue South alignment crossing 
the Red River between Belmont Road in Grand Forks and Rhinehart Drive in East Grand Forks. 
·Elks Drive River Crossing.  Elks Drive is located halfway between 17th Avenue South and 32nd Avenue South.  This project 
would connect to Belmont Road in Grand Forks and extend over to Rhinehart Drive in East Grand Forks. 
47th Avenue South Interchange.  This would be a new I-29 interchange and would help relieve traffic congestion along 32nd 
Avenue South.   
17th Avenue Interchange.  This project would provide a new 17th Avenue South interchange at I-29 and would also relieve traffic 
along 32nd Avenue South. 
17th Avenue Overpass.  Instead of an interchange at 17th Avenue South and I-29, this project would provide an overpass of I-29 
with no connection to the interstate. 
Columbia Road Widening.  This project would widen Columbia Road from 32nd Avenue South to Demers Avenue to 6-lanes 
with left turn lanes. 
Washington Street and Demers Grade Separation.  This project would provide a grade separation of Washington Street and 
Demers Avenue.  This is the only way to achieve acceptable traffic operations in the future if additional river crossings are not 
constructed. 

1 
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N   E   W   S   L   E   T   T   E   R  
 42nd Street/I-29 Connection.  This project includes possible directional ramps from I-29 to 42nd Street South of the Alerus  
 Center. Another option is to modify the 32nd Ave South / I-29 interchange to provide direct access to 42nd Street . 
    

 38th Street Widening. This project would widen 38th  Street to 4-lanes from 32nd Ave South to 47th Ave. South.  
     

  Improve Access to Highway 2 in East Grand Forks. This project includes modifications to existing frontage roads to 
provide new access locations to Highway 2. 
    

32nd Avenue South Widening. This project would widen 32nd  Avenue South from 4-lanes to 6-lanes between I-29 and 
Washington Street. 
 
These proposed projects are being evaluated individually and in conjunction with other projects on the above list to deter-
mine which would most effectively accommodate the future traffic growth with the least impacts to adjacent properties.   
The cost of these improvements will also be compared to the benefits received in terms of reduced travel distance and  
travel time.  
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 
 

MPO TO UPDATE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will 
begin its update of the metropolitan long range transportation plan.  The MPO is the local 
agency given the responsibility to prepare the transportation plan for the Grand Forks and 
East Grand Forks metropolitan area.  A plan is required by Congress in order for federal 
funds to be used for transportation construction and operation of transportation facilities. 
 
“The MPO will hire a consultant in April to start the process.” according to Earl Haugen, 
Executive Director.  “The completion date is May of 2002.  We will be working very 
closely with the Planning Departments of both cities.  The MPO is financing updates to 
each City’s Land Use Plans at the same time.  The MPO will rely on the public 
involvement process that each City is establishing for the updating of their plans.  At the 
public meetings, both the land use plan updates as well as the transportation plan update 
will be discussed.” 
 
This has been established as a response to the Grand Forks City Council request that the 
public be involved in the next transportation plan update.  East Grand Forks had a similar 
concern.  Each City Planning Department will be establishing the public involvement 
process that will take place in their respective city.  Future announcements of scheduled 
meetings will be released by each Department. 
 
In the past, the land use plans and transportation plans were not updated at the same time.  
Typically, one was prepared with the other following.  The coordination was not as great 
as it could have been; there was never an analysis of how different land use growth 
scenarios impacted the transportation system or vice versa. 
 
“With the MPO financing both planning efforts, we are requiring that the land use 
planning provide different growth scenarios to the transportation planning.” continued 
Mr. Haugen.  “This will allow us to better predict the future transportation needs.  
Conversely, the different transportation alternatives will be presented to the land use 
planning so that the transportation impact can be included in the growth scenarios.  This 
is a first for our metro area and we are excited.”  
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The last update of the MPO long range transportation plan was completed in June of 
2000.  That process took over two years to complete due to the controversial locations of 
future bridges over the Red River.  The final resolution by the MPO was to preserve three 
corridors – 17th Avenue South, 32nd Avenue South, and Merrifield Road – as possible 
future locations for bridges.  Further, the MPO adopted this resolution until the end of 
2002.  Therefore, that is one of the reasons this update is taking place. 
 
“We will be addressing the bridge location issue again” stated Mr. Haugen.  “We have 
made a tough decision to narrow the possible locations down to two (17th or 32nd) for an 
intra-community bridge and one location for a truck route/bypass on Merrifield Road.  
We will be working hard with both communities with their land use planning efforts to 
see if the locations can be narrowed even further.  We will have the 2000 Census 
information as well as 2000 traffic counts to allow us to account for the recovery since 
the flood.” 
 
“The other concern we have as we begin this update is whether we have enough access 
from Interstate #29” Mr. Haugen stated.  “Past plans had additional interstate 
interchanges identified.  Our current plan contains none.  However, we will be surprised 
if our traffic modeling does not show a need for more interchanges.  Significant growth 
has occurred on 32nd Avenue South and west of I-29 that is impacting the capacity of the 
interchanges at 32nd and DeMers.” 
 
Mr. Haugen continued, “As mentioned previously, we are working closely with the land 
use plan updates.  With this strong tie, we can work with Grand Forks to assist them in 
judging the impact that different growth scenarios along these two areas has on the 
transportation system.  We can also work with them to help identify the opportunities 
different transportation facilities may provide for different types of growth.  Again, we 
are excited about this close working relationship between land use planning and 
transportation planning.” 
 
Other identified projects currently listed in the long range transportation plan include:  
For Grand Forks - an underpass of the railroad on 42nd Street, and underpass of the 
railroad on 34th Street, traffic calming facilities on University Avenue through the UND 
Campus, the extension of 48th Street from 17th Avenue to 32nd Avenue, the reconstruction 
of Columbia Road with turning restrictions installed at several intersections; For East 
Grand Forks – an underpass of the railroad at 2nd Avenue NE, extension of Greenway 
Boulevard to the west to connect to Rhinehart Drive and to the east to connect to 13th 
Street SE. 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 
 

MPO TO UPDATE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has 
begun its update of the metropolitan long range transportation plan.  The MPO is the 
local agency given the responsibility to prepare the transportation plan for the Grand 
Forks and East Grand Forks metropolitan area.  A plan is required by Congress in order 
for federal funds to be used for transportation construction and operation of transportation 
facilities. 
 
“The MPO has hired a consultant to help start the process.” according to Earl Haugen, 
Executive Director.  “The firm HWS, Inc., based out of Omaha, Nebraska, has been 
retained.  HWS has teamed with the firm URS/BRW, who will conduct the travel demand 
forecasting for the update.  Both firms have people experienced in working with Grand 
Forks and East Grand Forks.  Mr. Mike Gorman is the HWS Project Manager and Mr. 
Bill Troe is the Project Manager for URS/BRW.” 
 
The scope of work for the plan update entails a strong commitment to involving the 
public throughout the process.  One of the first activities that the public will participate in 
will be a travel survey.  The MPO will stop a certain percentage of vehicles as they cross 
one of the three bridges over the Red River.  The drivers of the vehicles will be asked 
simple questions like where they started that trip, where they are ending the trip, and 
what the trip purpose was.  The survey will take place early in May. 
 
Public meetings are being scheduled in May by each City’s Planning Department for 
further input into the transportation plan.  The Planning Department’s meetings are to 
obtain input from citizens about the future land use growth of each City.  The MPO will 
be present at these meetings to discuss the connection between land use and 
transportation. 
 
MPO staff is also available to make presentations at any civic organizations, 
neighborhood groups, or others.  Contact the MPO at either 701/746/2660 or 
218/773/0124. 
 
It is expected that the update will be completed by May of 2002.  

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

BRIDGE TRAFFIC TO BE SURVEYED 
 
On May 9, 2001, The Grand Forks-East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) will be conducting travel surveys on each of the three bridges connecting Grand 
Forks, North Dakota and East Grand Forks, Minnesota.  The surveys will be conducted 
from 6:00 AM through 7:30 PM along Gateway Drive (Kennedy Bridge), DeMers 
Avenue (Sorlie Bridge) and Minnesota Avenue/1st Street SE (Point Bridge).  Travel on 
Gateway Drive in the vicinity of the bridge will be restricted to one lane in each 
direction.  On DeMers Avenue in Grand Forks, parking will be prohibited between 3rd 
Street and the Sorlie Bridge beginning Tuesday, May8 th until after the surveys are 
complete. 
 
A random sample of motorists passing through the survey stations will be stopped and 
asked a series of questions regarding the origin, destination and purpose of their trip. 
Each interview should take less than two minutes to complete.  The survey will help 
transportation planners better understand current travel patterns and will be used in 
estimating future demand.  In addition, the information gathered from the survey will be 
used to identify potential improvements to reduce congestion and improve the efficiency 
of the metropolitan area transportation system.   
 
The MPO understands that conducting these field surveys will cause delay along the 
routes and asks for your cooperation in this study.  If you have any questions regarding 
the long range planning process or the survey, please contact Earl Haugen, Executive 
Director, Grand Forks-East Grand Forks MPO at 746-2660, or Mike Gorman, HWS 
Consulting Group, at 1-800-279-4972. 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

BRIDGE TRAFFIC SURVEYED 
 
On May 9, 2001, the Grand Forks-East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) conducted a travel survey on each of the three bridges connecting Grand Forks, 
North Dakota and East Grand Forks, Minnesota.  The surveys were conducted from 7:00 
AM to 9:00 AM, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, and 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM on Gateway Drive 
(Kennedy Bridge), DeMers Avenue (Sorlie Bridge) and Minnesota Avenue/1st Street SE 
(Point Bridge).  Over 3,000 surveys were completed 
 
A random sample of motorists passing through the survey stations was stopped and asked 
a series of questions regarding the origin, destination and purpose of their trip. The 
sample size yielded results with an error of not more that plus/minus 10 percent with a 
confidence level of 95 percent.  What this means is that if we conducted the survey 100 
times, we would get similar results in 95 of those surveys. 
 
The highlights of the survey are: 

1. Over one half of the trips are work related with the trip to and from home 
(drive to work and then home again) the vast majority of the work related 
trips.  “Other” was the next highest trip purpose (17%) and shopping being the 
third (12%). 

2. Two-thirds of the traffic make that trip over that particular bridge daily, 
meaning it’s a regular, set trip pattern; The Kennedy has nearly one quarter of 
its trips occurring less than once a week, reflecting its connection to US #2 
traffic. 

3. Three-fourths of the vehicles were occupied by just the driver. 
4. The Kennedy carried the vast majority of semi-tractor trailer traffic; virtually 

none was surveyed on the Point Bridge. 
5. Virtually half of the vehicles were licensed in North Dakota and the other half 

in Minnesota; Kennedy and Point carrying slightly more Minnesota plates 
with the Sorlie having significantly more (18% more) North Dakota plates. 

6. The Kennedy Bridge is used mostly by vehicles moving in the northern half of 
the metropolitan area; the Point Bridge is used by mostly vehicles moving in 
the southern half of the metropolitan area; the Sorlie Bridge had a 
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predominant travel pattern of northeast/southwest traffic movement with most 
traffic passing through the downtown areas. 

 
“These general findings are not too surprising” according to Earl Haugen, Executive 
Director of the MPO.  “We have past traffic counts that confirm that the travel across the 
bridges is about equal in both directions.  Driving alone to and from work generally are 
the trips we make during the morning and evening; the interesting information is whether 
the trip purpose changes significantly during the off-peak period. 
 
“We are still analyzing the surveys for more specific information such as the pattern 
difference by time of day to determine whether time of day does make a difference” 
according to Mr. Haugen.  “Also, we are examining the identified beginning and end 
points of the trip that was surveyed in order to better pinpoint traffic patterns.  This 
additional analysis is necessary for us to truly use the survey in preparing our computer 
model of traffic, particularly as we look at future bridges.” 
 
The survey will help transportation planners better understand current travel patterns and 
will be used in estimating future demand.  “We will use these results to compare to what 
our computer model assigns for trips across the three bridges” explained Mr. Haugen.  
“We select each of the three bridges and ask the computer to show us where each trip 
crossing that specific bridge is coming and going.  We will adjust the computer until it 
reflects the results of the survey.  From there, we can expect that our computer model will 
reasonably predict future travel.  Its very similar to how the flood protection project was 
design based upon a computer model of water flow.”   
 
The more detailed analysis is expected to be released by the end of July.  The MPO is 
working towards the adoption of an update to its long range transportation plan by June 
of next year. 
 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

PUBLIC MEETING on TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization will hold a 
public meeting on the Long Range Transportation Plan Update on Wednesday, August 8th 
at the Alerus Center.  The meeting will be held in the “Hawk” Room (meeting room #5) 
beginning at 7:00 pm.  The public is asked to use the East Parking Lot. 
 
“The purpose of the meeting is to keep the public inform as to where we are at in the 
update process,” according to Earl Haugen, Executive Director of the MPO.  “We will 
recap the input we have received to date.  In addition, we will be providing more detailed 
information regarding the bridge survey that was conducted in May.  Another new bit of 
information will be to present the responses received from the “What Drives You 
Crazy?” mailer that was inserted into the local newspapers.” 
 
A mailing list will be started at the meeting.  People wanting future newsletter mailed 
directly can sign-up at the meeting.  People unable to attend can contact the MPO by 
either calling 701/746/2660 or writing to the MPO at PO Box 5200, Grand Forks, ND  
58206. 
 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

PUBLIC MEETING on TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will 
hold a public meeting on the Long Range Transportation Plan Update on Tuesday, 
January 28, 2002, in the Community Room of the Grand Forks Herald at 7:00 p.m.    The 
public is asked to use the alley entrance.   
 
Display panels will be available from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Staff from the MPO and the 
consulting firm of HWS Consulting Group Inc. will be available for discussion.  A short 
presentation will be given at 7:30 p.m., after which attendees can again review the panels 
with staff. 
 
“The purpose of the meeting is to keep the public informed on where we are at in the 
update process,” according to Earl Haugen, Executive Director of the MPO.  “At the last 
public meeting, we presented information on individual alternatives.  Since no one 
alternative solved all the issues identified, groups of alternatives are being considered to 
determine which groupings do a better job of addressing the issues. 
 
Historically, the metropolitan transportation planning efforts have centered on bridging 
barriers to the street network.  The three main barriers are the Interstate, the railroad, and 
the rivers.  Past planning efforts have allowed us to build bridges across these barriers.  
Two prime examples are the DeMers Avenue Skyline Overpass and the Columbia Road 
Overpass. 
 
The MPO has preliminarily identified some base alternatives that are constant in the 
groupings.  Examples of these are: the Merrifield Road Bridge over the Red River, an 
I29/17th Avenue overpass, grade separations of the railroad at both 42nd Street in Grand 
Forks and at 2nd Ave NE in East Grand Forks, and the widening of Columbia Road.  
These projects would help bridge the barriers. 
 
Continuing the effort to bridge the barriers, the groupings center around four themes.  
One theme is to add additional access across the Red River and onto the Interstate.  
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Another theme considers just an additional access across the Red River but no added 
interchanges.  A third theme considers an additional interchange but no additional Red 
River Crossings.  The fourth theme considers no additional interchanges or additional 
Red River Crossing. 
 
An analysis will be presented on each alternative’s impact to traffic patterns, benefits as 
measured in saved vehicle hours traveled (VHT), vehicle miles traveled (VMT), homes 
or businesses needing to be purchased, cost estimates, and benefit cost ratios. 
 
“Some alternatives are not being pursued further, at this time,” stated Mr. Haugen.  “A 
northern bypass route, an underpass of the railroad at 34th Street in Grand Forks and an 
interchange at 17th Avenue South are examples.  These alternatives did not address the 
identified issues well and in some cases actually degraded the street network.” 
 
People unable to attend can contact the MPO by either calling 701/746/2660 or writing to 
the MPO at PO Box 5200, Grand Forks, ND  58206. 
 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

PUBLIC MEETING on TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will 
hold a public meeting on the Long Range Transportation Plan Update on Tuesday, 
December 17, 2002, in the Community Room of the Grand Forks Herald at 7:00 p.m.    
The public is asked to use the alley entrance.   
 
Display panels will be available from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Staff from the MPO and the 
consulting firm of HWS Consulting Group Inc. will be available for discussion.  A short 
presentation will be given at 7:30 p.m., after which attendees can again review the panels 
with staff. 
 
“The purpose of the meeting is to keep the public informed on where we are at in the 
update process,” according to Earl Haugen, Executive Director of the MPO.  “We will 
recap the alternative transportation projects we have identified.  These alternatives are 
being considered as improvements necessary to resolve an identified traffic problem.  
The main purpose of the meeting is to inform the public about each alternative’s various 
conceptual layouts.  An analysis will be presented on each alternative’s impact to traffic 
patterns, benefits as measured in saved vehicle hours traveled (VHT) and vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT), homes or businesses needing to be purchased, cost estimates, and 
benefit cost ratios.” 
 
Historically, the metropolitan transportation planning efforts have centered on bridging 
barriers to the street network.  The three main barriers are the Interstate, the railroad, and 
the rivers.  Past planning efforts have allowed us to build bridges across these barriers.  
Two prime examples are the DeMers Avenue Skyline Overpass and the Columbia Road 
Overpass.   
 
“The alternatives presented to the public continue to attempt to bridge these barriers,” 
stated Mr. Haugen.  “Some alternatives are projects we have planned for in the past.  
Most alternatives are a continuation of discussions on how best to bridge the barriers.  
For example, we have alternatives to bridge the rivers at several locations; we have 
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alternatives that either involve a new interchange with the Interstate or provide just an 
overpass; and we have overpasses or underpasses of the railroad at different locations.” 
 
The next step in the process will be to start grouping these alternatives together.  These 
groupings will then be analyzed to determine whether or not the different groupings 
continue to provide the desired effect without causing new traffic concerns.  A public 
meeting on the groupings will take place early next year. 
 
People unable to attend can contact the MPO by either calling 701/746/2660 or writing to 
the MPO at PO Box 5200, Grand Forks, ND  58206. 
 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

Transportation Groupings Pared Down 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has 
narrowed down the groupings it will continue to consider as projects in its update of the 
long-range transportation plan.  Historically, the metropolitan transportation planning 
efforts have centered on bridging barriers to the street network.  The three main barriers 
are the Interstate, the railroad, and the rivers.  Past planning efforts have allowed us to 
build bridges across these barriers.  Two prime examples are the DeMers Avenue Skyline 
Overpass and the Columbia Road Overpass. 
 
Since no one alternative solved all the issues identified, four groups of alternatives were 
developed.  The groupings were centered around four themes that continued the effort to 
bridge the barriers.  One theme addresses the need for additional access across the Red 
River and additional interchanges onto the Interstate.  Another theme considers just an 
additional access across the Red River but no added interchanges.  A third theme 
considers additional interchanges but no additional Red River Crossings.  The fourth 
theme considers no additional interchanges or additional Red River Crossing. 
 
“The MPO is no longer considering groupings that include an additional interchange – so 
groupings #1 and #3 have been dropped,” according to Earl Haugen, Executive Director 
of the MPO.  “The consideration of an interchange at 47th Avenue South has been 
dropped.    For the near future, the MPO is recommending that 32nd Avenue South be 
widened to six lanes.  This will resolve, at least for awhile, the forecasted congestion 
along this corridor and can be done for less money.  The MPO believes that some time in 
the future an interchange will be necessary at 47th Avenue South; therefore, it will 
recommend that corridor preservation activities take place in order to keep this location 
open for a future interchange.  An overpass of the Interstate at 17th Avenue South, which 
is a recommended base project in all grouping options, will assist in providing relief to 
32nd Avenue South, as well as relief to the western segments of DeMers Avenue.” 
 
The focus now is whether to plan for another crossing of the Red River or not.  Grouping 
#2 contains possible river crossings but not added interchange.  A crossing at Merrifield 
Road is included as one of the base projects; however, this bridge is for traffic to bypass 
the metropolitan area rather than to serve as relief to congestion in the metro area.  To 
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address in-town congestion, historically three potential corridors have been considered:  
17th Avenue South, Elks Drive, and 32nd Avenue South.  For now, the MPO has dropped 
further consideration of a bridge located at 17th Avenue South. 
 
Grouping #4 (no new river crossing nor new interchange) is the alternative option to 
address the in-town congestion.  Rather than an additional river crossing, this alternative 
replaces the existing DeMers/Washington Intersection with a single point urban diamond 
interchange.  In order to accommodate the volume of through traffic and meet the needs 
of the turning traffic, these movements must be separated from each other at this 
intersection.   
 
The MPO has identified some base alternatives that are constant in the groupings.  
Examples of these are: the Merrifield Road Bridge over the Red River, an I29/17th 
Avenue Overpass, grade separations of the railroad at both 42nd Street in Grand Forks and 
at 2nd Ave NE in East Grand Forks, and the widening of Columbia Road.   
 
A meeting will be scheduled in late March to present the three remaining options under 
consideration.  Ample notification will be made to inform the public of the date, time and 
location of this meeting. 
 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

PUBLIC MEETING on TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will 
hold a public meeting on the Long Range Transportation Plan Update on Thursday, April 
3, 2003, in the Community Room of the Grand Forks Herald at 7:00 p.m.    The public is 
asked to use the alley entrance.   
 
Display panels will be available from 6:45 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.  Staff from the MPO and the 
consulting firm of HWS Consulting Group Inc. will be available for discussion.  A short 
presentation will be given at 7:15 p.m., after which attendees can again review the panels 
with staff. 
 
“The purpose of the meeting is to keep the public informed on where we are at in the 
update process,” according to Earl Haugen, Executive Director of the MPO.  “At the last 
public meeting, we presented information on groupings of alternatives.  The MPO has 
narrowed the choices down to three groupings.” 
 
Historically, the metropolitan transportation planning efforts have centered on bridging 
barriers to the street network.  The three main barriers are the Interstate, the railroad, and 
the rivers.  Past planning efforts have allowed us to build bridges across these barriers.  
Two prime examples are the DeMers Avenue Skyline Overpass and the Columbia Road 
Overpass. 
 
The key difference among the three groupings are whether to add another bridge over the 
Red River, either at 32nd Avenue or at Elks Drive, or build an interchange for the 
intersection of DeMers Avenue and Washington Street instead of an additional bridge 
over the Red River.  
 
An analysis will be presented on each alternative’s impact to traffic patterns, benefits as 
measured in vehicle hours traveled (VHT), vehicle miles traveled (VMT), homes or 
businesses needing to be purchased, cost estimates, and benefit cost ratios. 
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The MPO has identified some base alternatives that are constant in the groupings.  
Examples of these are: the Merrifield Road Bridge over the Red River, an     I-29/17th 
Avenue overpass, grade separations of the railroad at both 42nd Street in Grand Forks and 
at 2nd Ave NE in East Grand Forks, and the widening of Columbia Road and 32nd Avenue 
South.  These projects further help bridge the barriers. 
 
People unable to attend can contact the MPO by either calling 701/746/2660 or writing to 
the MPO at PO Box 5200, Grand Forks, ND  58206. 
 
 

# # # 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  Earl Haugen, Ex. Dir.  701/746/2660 
 

Preliminary Approval of Transportation Plan 
 
The Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Executive Board has given preliminary approval to a Metropolitan Long Range 
Transportation Plan Update.  The Plan identifies major projects recommended for 
implementation in the metropolitan area over the next twenty years. 
 
Historically, the metropolitan transportation planning efforts have focused on bridging 
barriers – Interstate, railroad, and rivers - that impact the street network.  Project 
preliminary approved include: 
 
 Merrifield River Bridge and I-29 Interchange. 
 Modifications to 32nd Avenue S. Interchange with I-29. 
 17th Avenue S. Overpass of I-29. 
 S. 42nd Street Grade Separation with the Railroad. 
 East Grand Forks Central Spine Grade Separation with the Railroad. 

Full Access Intersections on Gateway Drive at 5th Avenue NW and 2nd Avenue          
    NE in East Grand Forks. 
32nd Avenue S. River Bridge. 
Corridor Preservation for Future Interchange with I-29 at 47th Avenue S. 
Continue to Study the Need and Location of an Additional River Bridge North. 

 
With regard to the two new river crossings, the MPO has prioritized the Merrifield 
location as the first bridge for construction.  This bridge will to reduce freight movements 
and hazardous materials from traveling through the core metropolitan area.  Once the 
Merrifield bridge is in place, the 32nd Avenue South bridge would be pursued.  This 
bridge will help reduce congestion, reduces traffic volumes in a large residential area, and 
increases mobility/accessibility between the two communities.  While these bridges will 
be connected to Merrifield Road or 32nd Avenue South, the exact alignment of these 
bridges will be determined after the formal project design process has been completed. 
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Additional projects that resolve congestion and/or safety issues endorsed in the 
preliminary plan include: 
 Widening 32nd Avenue S. to six lanes from Washington to I-29. 

Widening Columbia Road to six lanes from DeMers to 36th Avenue S.; Columbia    
    Road would be four lanes from 36th Avenue S. to 47th Avenue S. 
Widening S. 42nd  St. to five lanes from 17th Avenue S. to 32nd Avenue S. 
Constructing/reconstructing S. 48th St. to three lanes from DeMers Avenue  
    to 32nd Avenue S. 
Incorporating Traffic Calming on University Avenue within UND Campus. 
Interconnecting Traffic Signals on DeMers Avenue within the Two Downtowns. 
Modifying the Intersection of DeMers Avenue and Washington Street by adding.   
    one through lane for Eastbound Traffic and to Extend the Northbound to   
    Eastbound Right Turn Lane onto DeMers Avenue to the 4th Avenue S. Exit 
Numerous Locations for New Traffic Signals. 
Expansion of the Collector Road System where Development Creates the Need. 

 
“This Plan meets all of the objectives sought by the MPO and the public,” stated Earl 
Haugen, Executive Director of the MPO.  “The public has asked us to relieve congested 
corridors, provide greater accessibility and mobility, and increase safety. Under this Plan, 
traffic will see greater accessibility and improved mobility throughout the metropolitan 
area.  These projects will provide the necessary street network to accommodate the 
planned future growth areas of the metropolitan community.  This Plan will result in a 
decrease in operation costs for the public by providing more direct and quicker travel.  
All major intersections will operate with a passing grade, or at an acceptable level of 
service and traffic will be reduced in a large residential area that will result in increased 
safety.”  
 
The preliminary plan starts the 60-day approval process. Both the Grand Forks and East 
Grand Forks Planning Commissions will be asked, at their May meetings, to give 
preliminary approval to amend each City's Comprehensive Plan.  Public hearings will be 
held by both Communities in June.  The MPO Executive Board can take final action on 
the update to the plan when either both Communities have finalized their plan 
amendment process or 60 days after the MPO presents the preliminary plan. 
 
For further information, you may contact the MPO by calling 701/746/2660 or writing to 
the MPO at:  PO Box 5200, Grand Forks, ND  58206. 

 
# # # 



HWS Consulting Group Inc. A-20 Appendix A 

Please join us for lunch and a presentation on 
 

An Update of the Metropolitan Long Range 
Transportation Plan 

 
Thursday, December 12 

11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Alerus Center 

Bluebird Room 
1200 42nd Street South 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 
Phone: 701-792-1200 

Fax: 701-746-6511 
 

 
A presentation on the alternatives, and conceptual layouts will be the 

focus of discussion.  An analysis will be presented on each 
alternative’s impact to traffic patterns, benefits as measured in saved 
vehicle hours traveled (VHT) and vehicle miles traveled (VMT), cost 

estimates, and benefit cost ratios.   
Lunch will be provided free of charge. 

 
  

Presented by: 
 

Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 
HWS Consulting Group Inc. 

URS/BRW 
 

Any individual requiring a special accommodation to allow access or participation at 
this presentation is asked to notify the ADA Coordinator (701-746-2665) of their needs 
prior to the presentation. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Please reserve your space by Tuesday, December 10, by contacting Peggy 
McNelis at the GF/EGF MPO by phone at (701) 746-2660 or by e-mail at 
pmcnelis@grandforksgov.com. 
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Please join us for a presentation on 
 

An Update of the Metropolitan Long Range 
Transportation Plan 

 
Thursday, May 1 

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Alerus Center 

Room TBA 
1200 42nd Street South 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 
Phone: 701-792-1200 

Fax: 701-746-6511 
 

 
A presentation on the preliminarily approved update of 

The Street/Highway Section to 
The Metropolitan Long Range Transportation Plan 

Will be given.   
Fruit/Veggies will be provided free of charge. 

 
  

Presented by: 
 

Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization 
HWS Consulting Group Inc. 

URS/BRW 
 

Any individual requiring a special accommodation to allow access or participation at 
this presentation is asked to notify the ADA Coordinator (701-746-2665) of their needs 
prior to the presentation. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Please reserve your space by Tuesday, April 29th, by contacting the GF/EGF 
MPO by phone at (701) 746-2660 or by e-mail at 
lmagnuson@grandforksgov.com. 
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Technical Advisory Committee Meetings 
 
- June 13, 2001 
- August 8, 2001 
- November 14, 2001 
- January 9, 2002 
- February 13, 2002 
- March 13, 2002 
- May 8, 2002 
- September 11, 2002 
- October 9, 2002 

- November 13, 2002 
- December 11, 2002 
- January 15, 2003 
- February 12, 2003 
- March 12, 2003 
- March 25, 2003 
- April 9, 2003 
- May 14, 2003 
- June 11, 2003 

 
Executive Policy Board Meetings* 
 
- June 13, 2001 
- August 9, 2001 
- August 14, 2001 
- September 13, 2001 
- November 15, 2001 
- September 25, 2002 (Approval of 

Merrifield Road) 

- November 20, 2002 
- December 18, 2002 
- January 29, 2002 
- April 16, 2003 
- June 26, 2003 

 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council Meetings* 
 
- May 7, 2003 
- May 8, 2003 
- May 12, 2003 
- May 15, 2003 
- May 19, 2003 

- June 4, 2003 
- June 12, 2003 
- June 16, 2003 
- June 19, 2003 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Minutes from Executive Policy Board meetings are available through the MPO for 
review.  City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission meeting minutes are 
available from each community. 


