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RECOMMENDED ACTION:   Forward A Recommendation To The MPO Executive Policy Board 

That They Approve The Transportation Alternative Application From The City Of East Grand Forks  
 

Matter of the City of East Grand Forks Application for Transportation Alternatives Funding. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
This report brings for your consideration two submissions for funding made by the City of East Grand Forks, 

MN to the Transportation Alternatives Program. According to stated requirements, a Resolution Accepting 

Responsibility as Sponsoring Agency and an Agreement to Maintain the Facilities, were passed in support of 

these Applications by the East Grand Forks City Council on December 20
th
, 2016  

 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) is a federal funding program, established by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation in 2012. The objective of the program is to guide the growth and development 

of the country’s vital transportation infrastructure. TAP provides funding for a number of programs defined 

as transportation alternatives.  

 

The program includes: on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for 

improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility. TAP also supports  community 

improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to 

school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely 

in the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. 

 

The Application process consists of two steps:  

 

 First, submittal of a Letter of Intent (LOI) describing the key components of their project.  

 

 Second, completion and submittal of the full Application.  

 

According to the Grant solicitation timeline, selected projects will be included in the Minnesota DOT’s State 

Transportation Improvement Program for fiscal years 2018 to 2021. 

 

The TAP Application made by the City of East Grand Forks includes the following projects: 

 

a) Infrastructure: Sidewalk Extensions on 20th Ave SE and 13th St SE/Safe Routes to School 

 

b) Non-Infrastructure: Safe Routes to School East Grand Forks 

 

 

 



 

 

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 

a) Infrastructure: Sidewalk Extensions on 20th Ave SE and 13th St SE 

 

The Application indicates that the City of East Grand Forks would like to build extensions to their Safe 

Routes to School Sidewalks along the south side of 13th St SE from 17th Ave SE to 20th Ave SE (on school 

property), including a small portion on the north side of 13th St SE from 19th Ave SE to 20 Ave SE; and 

then head north on the east side of 20th Ave SE to close a few missing gaps in the SRTS walking/biking 

maps. 

 

The project, when completed, offers a number of benefits.  For instance, the project offers to improve 

walkability and accessibility to the South Point Elementary School. It helps to reduce congestion on school 

premises as more children will be able to safely walk to and from school on their own according to their age 

and abilities. It fosters a stronger sense of community as walking and biking to school brings families, 

neighbors, school officials and community leaders together. The project offers to improve the directness, 

continuity, security and the safety of the street crossings on the existing sidewalk network.  

 

In the past, sidewalks and/or multi-purpose paths were not required in these developments. Residential 

developments in proximity were created absent of facilities for bikes or pedestrians other than the regular 

street system. In public hearings, residents have expressed their support for sidewalk construction, and would 

like newly constructed neighborhood sidewalk to extend beyond their street and finish the safe route to 

school gap. 

 

b) Non-Infrastructure: Safe Routes to School East Grand Forks 
 
As outlined in the Application, Safe Kids Grand Forks is seeking funding to support SRTS coordinator’s 

activities over a three year period, and to continue and expand their SRTS non-infrastructure programming at 

the K-8th grade schools in East Grand Forks. As Infrastructure projects increase the opportunities for 

students to walk and bicycle to school, the implementation of educational activities becomes paramount. The 

SRTS Application entails that  advancement of educational activities focused on improving driver’s 

behavior, promoting safe practices at arrival to and dismissal from school for students, staff and parents; and 

supervising walking programs that teach students pedestrian safety skills and offer incentives for 

participation. The proposed educational programs are consistently supported by local law enforcement 

agencies as they increase their presence at school crossings during morning arrival and support the walking 

programs. 

 
The MPO staff has reviewed the projects submitted in this application. The objective is to search for 

consistency with the Transportation Plan and project eligibility for the requested funding program. Both 

proposals are consistent with goals and objectives advanced by the Long Range Transportation Plan. The 

sidewalk extension project is consistent with goals and objectives outlined in the current Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Plan. Similarly, the Safe Routes to School Application will contribute to the advancement of the 

School Safety goals held by the MPO.   

 
SUPPORT MATERIALS: 
 
2017 Complete TA Application with Map, Cost and Resolutions 


















































